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r HE. following pages make a portion 
of a large Manuſcript, the Author 

- of 1 * hath kept by him many years But 
N X this partof it, beinga ſort of luxuriant 
Fa e ſhoot, not neceſſarily connected with 


the main body, but may be ſlipped 


"RY 


off from it; when thus tranſplanted, he hopes will 
Itſelf take root kindly and flouriſhing, and ſtand an 


object ſome what conſpicuous, and not unuſeful and 
diſpleaſing, amidſt the variety in the modern crowd- 
ed wilderneſs, of taſteful Fancy's eaſy and elegant 
deſigning. As a detached and entire piece therefore, 
not affecting the truth or impairing the plan of the 
whole, in any material degree, he is diſpoſed to com- 
municate it to the public This then he hopes will 


excuſe, for the abrupt manner, and perhaps conſequent 


obſcurity, that here appears, of beginning the pre- 
ſent diſcourſe. 

Tur chief ſubject of the whole, tho ſtrictly re- 
ligious, he is very ſorry to find is but ill ſuited to 
the preſent period: And indeed this ſhort extract, is 
likewiſe of fo peculiar and unpopulara nature, being 
religious too, as makes him doubtful even of its - 
acceptance---He is therefore very unwilling to ex- 

B2 185 poſe | 
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poſe his all at once, to ſo great hazard in ſuch an 

unkindly ſeaſon, like a raſh and too bold ad ventu- 
rer Neither is he ſo happily ſituated, as renders 
him capable of procuring well- aſſured advice, whe- 
ther or not this is likely as it is, to prove a mer- 
chantable commodity; or proper aſſiſtance to make 
it more likely---For (oh! ſhocking thought indeed,) 
as it happens to be on a topic by no means adapted 
to the genius of the times, and pleaſe the modiſh 
Gilſto of our vaſt ente tribe of Romance Hun- 
ters, and thoſe whimſical, ludicrous compoſitions, 
(the large, ſpurious progeny of prolific and licenci- 
ous imaginations) calculated (at the beſt) for mere 
amuſement and diſſipation ; he therefore cannot but be 
extremely ſenſible; he ought rather to ask ten thouſand 
pardons, no doubt, for ſo intolerably rude and dread- 
ful an intruſion upon their patience and delicacy. 
For Contemplation and High-Life, (which to fay 
the truth, is /ife inverted and refined, i e. fined 
down to Low- Life) unluckily are not conſiſtent to- 
gether; tho' if genuine, would be the faithful friends 
and ſupports of each other - Neither yet, I can tell 
you, muſt the claſs of conſummate Jiterati, expect 
here to fit down to a rich repaſt, heightened: to the 
reliſh of their over-nice palates: For ſound and 
wholeſome morals, are a dainty fare alone, to all 
but the inſidel Epicure. 

Tuxs E things conſidered in ſober ſadneſs, tho? 
bearing an afpes ſo vaſtly unpromiſing, yet is nct 
all hope in the humble author entirely diſſipated, 
of meeting with ſome ſuch ill-bred, ſimple think= 
ing Creatures as himſelf, at leaſt amongſt the vulgar, 


the antiquated and impertinent ſet of reaſoners; fome _ 


well-diſpoſed readers ſurely there ſtill are leſt, who 
will mercifully attend more to the important matter 


of its contents, than the homely manner of its con- 


vey ance. 
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veyance. For here is that treated on, which requires 
more the ſimplicity of an honeſt and good heart, 
with a little ſnare of ingenuity and judgment to ap- 
prove of, rather than the brilliancy and depths of 

the mental talents. And therefore tho' he is really ſen- 
ſible of his own inabilities to appear, either as an in- 
ventive, eloquent, or learned writer, and may rather 
expect to find ſome ſuch full of laughter at, or elſe 
even frowning upon dulneſs, here perfectly confound- 
ed (ſay they) and loſt in the interminable wilds and 
mazes of Hypotheſis : Yet the moſt valuable plain 
trath and religious knowledge, which need not any 
artful. embelliſhments to charm, being his objects 
and not empty deluſive fame with all her blandiſh- 
ments; he is willing to venture this feeble effort a- 
broad, purely relying on its uſefulneſs (deftring to 
inculcate practical morals and not vague ſpecula- 
tion only) for candid and indulgent favour, from the 
truly worthy part of brother Chrſtians, and to be 
happy in ſome little ſhare of heir eſteem. And as 
it is his endeavour to develope a very abſtruſe ſub- 
ject, and ſet it in a fair, natural and ſtriking view, 
if it ſhould ſeem prolix, deſultory and tireſome to 
ſome, others may approve the more the true pains 
beſtowed, which is apt to raiſe up in the mind new 
and uſeful thoughts; and ſince what is obtained by 
ſeveriſh experience, and hath ſtood the teſt of its mi- 
nuteſt ſcrutiny, is thereby rendered in itſelf moſt 
ſubſtantial and ſatisfactory. All the favour he asks 
ol Contemners then is, that after the very firſt peep, 
they will cloſe the book and put it down; greatly 
hoping no harm is done at laſt, no offence given, 
nor is the leaſt intended hem. 
IN DEE D it is a melancholy reflection and even 
aſtoniſhing to think, that ſo many very rational 
and learned treatiſes, in diſplay of our moſt holy re- 


ligion, 
J 
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ligion, as have of late years appeared, and written 
by perſons of different ranks and profeſſions in life, 
and all with ſuch an excellent ſpirit, ſolid and pow- 
erful argument and moſt engaging addreſs, ſhould 
yet be attended. with ſo very little, ſo confined 
an influence On the contrary, it is a. perfect ſhame 
to ſee, what a moſt wretched notion and perception 
the puritanical and even enthuſiaſtic wora/z/zs ſtill 
have, of the noble and generous (ſee Fohn VIII. 32. 


36.) theory and efficacy of Chriſtianity: And whilſt. 


amongſt: abandoned libertines, almoſt any ſort of 
Traſh of a vile and dangerous tendency, is eagerly 
ſought-after and joyouſly received, by the crouds of 
both high and low, the great and /mall vulgar. 


But what. fair excuſe, can be made for theſe people ? ; 
In this proteſtant country, where free enquiry is re- 


commended by every ſenſible ingenious man; can 
there. be truth in what ſome have lately faid, by 
way of tender apology and complaiſance ? vi. That 
they © have not been ſo happy, even after an honeſ- 
* enquiry, as to ſee Fully the evidences of the 
* Chriſtian Religion itſelf.” I fear this is but vile and 
zþ9fible to be ſaid of any, be they ever ſo few per- 
haps in number. Idoubt, genuine religious liberty,” 
is not all ſuch gentlemen, want. That they want 
diſcerning abilities, many of their literary works 
fully teſtify againſt them. They want ſincerity and 
earneſtneſs, in their ſearch after ſacred truth: It is 
but the ſame only. much greater in degree, now, as 
our Saviour pronounced it to be then, all hy pocri- 
ey and white-waſh. And did not the fo9liſhne/$ of 
preaching prevail directly qgainſt the wiſdom of the 
{ages, at a time the world was advanced to the high- 
eſt renown for natural knowledge and learning? how 
much to the diſgrace then, of Mans pretending 
to be wite oyvermuch. And would to God this were 
J 
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rightly conſidered, at theſe vaunting times for im- 
provements in ſcience, and wiſdom falſly ſo called. 
The requiſite Faith for Salvation, propofed in the 
Scriptures, is void of all nyſtery, obſcurity, and 
every degree of difficulty. And let theſe perſons 
ſeriouſly conſider, that not the leaſt allowance is 
there made, for even the more allowable ſtrong pre- 
judices of the, Jews or afterwards of the Gentiles, let 
a crucified Saviour be to the former ever ſuch a 
ſtumbling- block, or to the latter the greateſt fool- 
iſhneſs. For the conditions of acceptance hereafter, 
at the ſame time that they are peremptory and in- 
diſpenſable, io they are exceeding plain, eaſy and 
reaſonable: And therefore their gladly embracing 
the Chriſtian ſcheme as ſoon as contemplated, can 
no how elſe be prevented, than thro* pride and per- 
tinacious obſtinacy. It is an inſolent and obdurate 
ſtate of mind alone, that can cauſe them to reject the 
all-bountiful and infinitely gracious overtures, of the 
bleſſed Goſpel of reconciliation and Peace, and its 
moſt benevolent and endearing theory of religion --- 
I cannot but think, that the evidences for the truth 
of divine revelation and the Chriſtian religion, are 
abſolutely irreſiſtible, to any intelligent, honeſt and 
humble enquirer ; to a mind unprejudiced and open 
to conviction, endowed with a common ſhare of 
diſcernment. Is not a helieving Jew and Gentile 
in the apoſtolick age then, the deepeſt reproach to 
a pretended reaſoning moraliſt in the preſent ? And 
think then, Oh! vain creature! for pity think ! 
That if the righteous attain unto ſalvation through 
hard trial and with Ready perſeverance, where 
ſhall not only the wilful ſinner but even the ungodly 
appear, before his Maker's dread tribunal, in the illuſ- 
trious Day of retribution and inexorable vengeance ! 
It is purely of themſel ves, if they negle& ſo great 
8 c ſalvation 
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ſal vation offered them! And therefore to meekneſs 
Jet them add heavenly wiſdom, to innocency uſeful- 
neſs, be profitable ſervants, do good, and bring forth 
proper fruits to God and their Neighbour ; or elſe 
an infinitely fatal negle& they will find it to be. 


And let them at preſent look out, for whatever ſhel- 


ter their vain hopes and flattering imaginations, may 
availingly ſuggeſt to their deceitful hearts, all will 
moſt aſſuredly be found utterly inſufficient to pre- 
ſerve them, againſt the fiery indignation of the Al- 


mighty Majeſty, and to hide the hypocrite from the 
heart-ſearching God, who hath ſworn that without 


holineſs no man ſhall ſee him! (Zeb. X. 23. 31.) 
THAT as the world in general becomes more en- 


lightened, any ſhould wilfully chooſe to be farther 
immerſed in groſs malignant darkneſs, enfla ved and 


blinded by their own fooliſh prejudices and paſſions ; 
that even the huge multitude are ſtill plunging deep- 
er into debauchery and exceſs of wickedneſs, whilſt 
ſome few individuals are more exemplarily virtuous 
and good: (For tho' upon the whole non edge does 


doubtleſly, but ſecretly encreaſe, yet that the vaſt. 


majority ſhould thus equally advance, very percept- 
ibly, in corruption: 1 ſay, this wide difference 


in the minds and tempers of reaſoners, indicates a 


ſtrange and almoſt unaccountable bias and depravity 
inherent therein, and their reſpective mental powers 


to be implanted by the immediate will of God; as 


much as the difference of ad vantage in our ſituations 
on this earth, is by his appointment. And all ſeems 
to ſhew, as if a certain ballance and proportion be- 
tween virtue and vice in the world, were mechani- 
cally preſerved by providence, according to a ſtated 


law in nature and the my ſterious fitneſs of things; 


by neceſſarily adjuſting thus the improving qualities 


numbers 


of the one ſort of perſons, the Feu to the encreaſing 


W — — — 


The PREFACE. xĩ 
numbers of the other, the many: during the courſe 
of this probation-ftate. The former reſembling a 
ſtrong and good blade of corn, ſpiring up thr ugh the 
midſt of a large bed of rank weeds, which grows on 
flouriſhing to the greater perfection, by the benefit of 
their refreſhing ſhade and moiſture at its roots. So that 
as the gloomy number of the wicked encreaſes, the 
light of The Goſpel may thereby {hinet.he brighter at 
the ſame time, the deeper blackneſs of the Foil add- 
ing to the luſtre of the ſparkling Brilliant; and the 
fundamentals of true Chriſtianity are the better under- 
ſtood, thro' the multiplied oppoſition of ſceptical 
wranglers; and thus the world, by the wonderful 
permiſſion of an all-wiſe and good God, is evident- 
ly getting both better and worſe continually in theſe 
its widely differing members. (Matt. XXIV, 12.) 
The (deplorable height to which ambition and co- 
Jetouſneſs, the luſt of the eye and pride of life,” 
(thoſe two grand adverſaries, the firſt-born of Satan, 
in every nation, combined againſt Proteftanti/ns 
and all true principle of religious liberty; as in ſome, 
idolatry and perſecution are the grand abomination 
in league againſt Chriſtianity in general,) are arifen 
and even practiſed ſyſtematically, in every branch of 
what is commonly but impiouſly called Byfnefs.--- 
Oh! that it were well conſidered by all ranks and 
orders of men, that thus a// joy, through hope of the 
mconceiveably precious promiſes of an eternity, are 


| utterly blaſted and cut off: Since worldly riches 


and honours unmerited, are fatally weighty in bal- 
lance againſt the weight of glory hereafter ; and 
therefore, are altogether really lighter than 3 
and nothing. 

BuT indeed the numberleſs evils that till con - 
tinue in the world, both moral and natural depend- 
ent on each other, are truly ſurprizing- That tra- 


dueible | 
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ducible obliquity of the ſoul, its infantile proneſs to 


immorality and vice, prior to the exerciſe of its ra- 


tional faculties, or capacity to diſcern between right 
and wrong.“ And in After-life, that fancied, for- 
lorn, neglected and ſolitary condition of the world, 
which is ſo irkſome to the lazy Voluptuary, and 
even very grievous to every wilful and hardened 
Deſparado ; inſtead of producing that timely recourſe 
to religion, and uſing all diligence to make their 


calling and election ſure, reverence to divine Reve- 


lation, and ſteadfaſt affiance in the God of Nature and 
his gracious Providence, with devout patience, as it 
infallibly ought; that this ſhould on the contrary, 
drive ſo many prepoſterouſly to ſeek. for temporary 
relief, in baſe, djſhonourable and flagitious practices, 
like one delirious in a fever, by cold water, mak ing 
bad worſe: The reaſon of ſuch anomalous appear- 


ances and ſurprizing Phenomena in the moral world, 


I ſay, were then very well deſerving the main ſtudy 


and meditation, of every ſerious perſon, ſolicitous of 


being accounted a worthy creature by is God and 
Fellow-mortals. For when once the latent cauſe of 
the diſorder is perceived, there may be hopes in due 
time, by the application and uſe of thoſe proper me- 


dicines it ſer ves to indicate to us, at leaſt greatly to 


ſooth if not quite remove and cure, all uneaſineſs 
under it The preſent Tract then is no farther va- 
luable 


. RY : 


* For ſince we find ſuch a ſecret and myſterious connecti- 
on and dependence between our ſouls and bodies, there 


muſt neceſſarily be derived from parents to children and 


ſometimes continued thro? many generations, the ſame re- 
ſemblance in the caſt, frame and temper &c. of the former, 
as of the complex ion, form and geſtures, &c. of the latter; 
and very frequently of this we ſee inſtances, to ſuch a moſt 
unaccountable minuteneſs, as would expoſe one to the 
charge of ſuperſtition but to recount them . 
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tuable, than as it may be eſtcemed a juſt account, of 


a dormant and obſcure tho' very intereſting Truth, 


of the greateſt conſequence to univerſal ſatisfaction, 
and conducive to the peace and tranquillity of the 


dubious or alarmed mind, and ſo may be productive 
of perfect ſubmiſſion and obedience to the will and 
pleaſure of God. Whether ſuch a ſalutary Noſirum is 
here really adminiſtered, experience. will ſhew: And 
tho'it is old and grown almoſt obſolete, there are cer- 
tainly moſt excellent ingredients in it, that ſhould 
ſerve to reſtore it to common practice again. For 
Truth and Knowledge will always prove a ſtrength- 
ening and invigorating balſam to the weak foul. 
"Tas author hath never ſeen any profeſſed treatiſe 
on the ſubject, till ſome years aſter by far the great- 
eſt part of this was penned*. And that met with 


ſuch a ſevere repulſe, as ſtill encreaſes his doubt a- 


bout this attempt by a weaker hand. But give him 
leave fairly to acknowledge, that he does by no means 
ſet up for a complete maſter of the ſubje&, but a 
willing humble ſervant; to all who will condeſcend 
hereby to receive him as ſuch. And tho” his diction 
be coarſe, thinks he has not quite failed to ſay, ſome 
good and affecting if not new things, and enforced 
ſome uſeful obſervations in this highly momentous 
concernment - 0 SED 
Ws all feel a very active and inquilitive Princi- 


ple within, which will not reſt ſatisfied, till in theſe 


matters of the moſt intereſting and engaging nature, 
it can arrive at what ſeems the neareſt to demonſtra- 


tion poſſible. Hence no doubt it is, that the Opi- 


nion now contended for, hath (it ſeems) in different 
periods of the world, been generally eſpouſed, as 
preferable to all others diſcoverable by human pe- 

C 2 netration. 
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netration, Tts antiquity therefore ought to weigh 
much in favour of it, added to the univerſal preva- 
lence of this notion; and which together ſeem to in- 
dicate, as if it were uſhered into the world, by the 
pure dictates of natural reaſon, at leaſt; and would 
have been perfectly confirmed paſt all doubt, had the 
ſame principles not been perverted, by the prejudice, 
pride, and ſubtlety of the infidel Sophiſts. But I will 
venture to recommend it to r again, merely 
on account of its ſer viceableneſs; all which muſt plead 
ſtrongly for its probability, againſt all objections but 
impoſſibility itſelf, which can never be averred. And 
when one conſiders, that in all time paſt, not ſcarce a 
ſhadow of a real argument hath been advanced againſt 
this, which nothing lets than abſolute demonſtration 
can poſſibly ſerve to ſubvert, and diſpel from the con- 
templati ve mind; it is unaccountably ſtrange to ſee 
very ingenious and deſervedly venerated (but incon- 
ſiſtent) Critics, ſo determined to oppugn, and pre- 
ſume 10 peremptorily and magiſterially to diſcounte- 
nance it. But nature, reaſon and experience, will 
be found very powerful ad vocates in all caſes, and 
here have no reality to conflict with; nor yet any 
thing ** founded on imagination, or /o much as the 
moſt, violently . precarious reaſonings. Can this 
then be © juſtly given up in the preſent age“? I 
cannot think it deſerves to be exploded ſo much, as 
the :ten thouſand unintereſting, airy and doubtful 
ditquiſitions of mere Moraliſts, Metaphyſicians, An- 
tiquarians, and Critics, too often betraying a very 
blame-worthy miſapplication of great talents, diſ- 
played in ever ſo great parade, oſtentatious and ſo- 
lemn ſound of words, and however applauded by 
partial and even enraptured admirers. In this caſe, 
the horrible blackneſs of darkneſs and uncertainty 
in 
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in which this enquiry is involved, muſt for ever re- 
main, if this bright ray of divine reaſon is wilfully 

reſiſted. When on the contrary if thoroughly ad- 
mitted, and this Opinion once lays hold fairly on 
the unprejudiced mind, it can never be forſaken, 
but will be embraced with alacrity, as highly plau- 
ſible in itſelf, and ſtanding ſingle without one com- 
petitor; and the mind-finding this the only complete 
ſource of comfort and ſatisfaction, in fo preſſing and 
neceſſitous an occaſion, will fteadily adhere there- 
to. For like infinite other propoſitions, in them 
ſelves the moſt eſſential too, this carries its own evi- 
dence with it, and therefore needed not to be more 
plainly and poſitively revea/ed than it i— 

Ir ſome other Articles of Faith, which have 
been with great fury and virulence ftickled for, 
had had as much to plead as the following doctrine 
has, either in regard to utility, neceſſity and per- 
ſpicuity, no rational man would have ſtood aſtoniſh- 
ed as now, to find them univerſally received---But 
to conſider, that abſolutely againft the undeniable 
demonſtration of nature, the poſſibility of things, 
and entire ſyſtem of Revelation, and to the utter de- 
molition of the very ground-work itſelf of the divine 
ſcheme of Religion; ſome propoſitions ha ve been ad- 
vanced and venerated, as eſſential to ſalvation, for 
centuries paſt, and even to this very enlightened age 
too much whilſt this is contemptuouſly rejected, 
tho? really void of all ſuch objections, but certainly 
hath much which moſt nearly concerns us, to recom- 
mend it to our reception; can only be accounted for 
by the bigotry and ſuperſtition of Religioniſts, and 
the faſtid iouſneſs and negligence of Infidels; in ſhort, 
the pride and craftineſs of a wicked world The 
two dangerous extremes of 1n/ide/zfy and Enthu- 
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faſm, having almoſt entirely eclipſed and enveloped, 
all viſible practice (at leaſt) of Chriſtianity in its 
genuine purity and moſt lovely ſimplicity, as it is 
to be found delivered in the book of God, adapted j 
to the ignorance, ' weakneſs and' frailty of lapſed 
Man. As the one has reaſoned it to no Thing, ſo i 
has the other made an unreaſonable Thing of it, 
and with great abſurdity, folly and fal ſhood on both 
ſides. But if they could be perfuaded by the 
prevalence of their own unbiaſed reaſon and judg- 
ment, to ſubſtitute or acquieſce in this extenſi vely 
illuſtrating, influencing and regulating ſentiment, þ 
here offered to calm meditation with great deference 9 
and due ſubmiſſion, in the place of impiſed My/ti- 
ciſm; (beyond bounds, without end, peſtiferous!) 
it would moſt aſſuredly be, a great improvement 
on the ſcore of Religion in general The cloſing in 
with this fruitful and exhilerating doctrine, which | 
all experience and knowledge ſeem to confirm, would 
mainly *©* contribute to #zload the world of a mul- 
*© titude of uſeleſs and inſignificant writings, the 
frothy and vague produce of ſtubborn and conceited | 
human wiſdom. This, which ſo far from confound- a 
ing or reproaching the eſtabliſhed order and conſti- 
tution of things, in both the moral and phyſical N 
world, does at leaſt much illuſtrate the œconomy of 
God's divine laws, and greatly magnify in our ideas, 
the wonderful diſpenſations of his indulgent provi- 
dence: And therefore, tho? ** the Cauſe of cur holy 
* religion doth not reſt upon?” the ſucceſs of this 
argument, and that it is capable of being defended 
* by much better weapons; yet am J ſtill two 
much afraid, that *inſtead of chooſing this and re- 
jecting that, for our defence, in the uncertain events 
of this day of battle, we ought to be quite complete in 
the whole armour of God, and, as hitherto, a// will be 
yet 
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ever prove at all ſo to the world, it will crown his 
pious joy. Indeed the author is cut out for almoſt 


he owed to his King and Country, to have for ſome 
time acted in a public character. And how he has 


expectedly) found worthy of general acceptance, is 
the earneſt deſire cf a very ſincere friend to Man- 


able 


he PR E F A C E. 5 


yet little enough to vanquiſh this fell, inſidious foe, 
this Hydra of Infidelity, and give him a mortal 
ſtab 4 

THE author is fond of a retired and contempla- 
tive life, for the moſt part, the happy effects of 
which to himſelf have been conſiderable, as he 
thinks he has it to ſnew: And if it ſhould now or 


no other kind of life, tho he hath thought it a duty 


acquitted himſelf in this his retirement, which is 
moſt natural and adapted to his particular conſtitu- 
tion and abilities, muſt be left to others to judge of 
by this ſmall Specimen of its productions May it 
therefore venture forth and proſper, by being (un- 


kind. The more danger, the more honour ;” 
(ſays the old adage) and the greater need, the more 
ſpeed ; let him preſume to add to it, who has at 
heart very much the peace and happineſs of all. And 
therefore hath charitably devoted to the uſe of others 
who need ſuch help, the preſent Publication, it be- 
ing the reſult of his long and diligent enquiry, by 
which he hath ſufficiently procured them to him- 
ſelf: And tho' being the work of a Layman it 
may be a little out of character, is too well aſſured 
the miniſtrations of a Friend can never be unſeaſon- 
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Not for that we have Domi ni on over your Faith, 
* but are Helpers of your Joy.” 2 COR. 1. 24. 


a SEC Fe I 
„ Shall here endeavour modeſtly to propoſe and 
* J illuſtrate ſuch a Suppoſit i on, concerning the di- 


ther of the Univerſe, in his amazing Polity o- 

ver this World; as may beſt ſerve to give us 2 

Juſt and ſublime Comprehenſion, of his wonderful Diſpen- 
ſations and adorable Providence towards Mankind, and even 
all his Creatures, (which in the confeſſed Progreſs of Res 
ligion and Knowledge, during the preſent State of Things, 
have been, ſtill are, and muſt ever continue, conſtantly 
opening to our enlarged Capacity for Contemplation, and 
viſibly enough tending more and more to. the utmoſt per- 
fecting of our Nature ;) and as is therefore very eaſily recon- 
cilable, to his moſt Holy Word and Atiributes. Like 
as the Works of the Almighty Architect and Glorious Cre- 
ator, ſo are the Ordinations of the wiſe Law-giver and 
wonderful Controuler of Events, drawn out and lengthened 
we ſee, by one uniform Scale and Gradation ad infinitum. 
We eafily trace out a Connection and Relaticn of one Part 
to anther 5 are charmed with that Seraphic Harmony, in 
which all is united, compoſed and directed. As there are 
no Redundancies or Duplicates in the whole material Syſ- 
tem, ſo neither can any Imperfections, Deformitics or Flaws 
be diſcovered in the Spiritual one, All Nature, 1s com- 
Plete Order and accompliſhed Beauty, in both the Phyfical 
and Moral Pars of it, the Opetations of his Hands and Di- 
rection of Human Afﬀairs. His entire Plan of divine Go- 
vern" ent, we way thus plainly perceive, bears near Re- 
ſemblauce, tothat Concatenation and Chaiu of Beines in the 
material Part of it, rifiog cne over the other from the loweſt 
to 


4 1 $ vinely wiſe Procedure of. The everlaſting Fa- 
2. 


4 
to the higheſt Order, without any Chaſm ; there being ſome 
connecting Link between thoſe of a different Nature, (as 
Quickfilver for Inſtance, to carry on the Scale from one to 
the, other, between Fluids and Solids; and ſuch like: Or 
more eminently, the Polypus, to connect vegitable and ani- 
mal Life:) * Sv likewiſe does the Manner of His Spiritual 
Prefidence ſeem to run parallel therewith 3 tending to raiſe 
the whole from the loweſt Debaſement, to the higheſt De- 
grees of Beatification in Eternity. The State intermediate, 
upon Death, being like the aſcending Golden Link of 
Reſt, between the Powers of Evil, or the Zabours” in 
this tranfitory Life, and the actual vital Joys of the Millen- 
nium; and which will ſtill elevate us to thoſe endleſs N- 
concei veables, the ſuper-excellent Bliſs of Heaven itſelf, 
without any the leaſt Chaſm or Diſcontinuance. 

The Mention made in the Apocalipſe, of the Falſe Pro- 
phet, c. (which in the general Acceptation, may there be 
* underſtood of the Body of the Wicked) rifing up from the 
_Bottomleſs-pit; does not only, not a little countenance this 

Doctrine, as it ſuppoſes them to have ariſen and emerged 
into his State of Probation, in order to be ſtill us Torn, in 
Happineſs: But furthermore, from this plain Hint in theſe 
Places, and the Conceptions that will hence be apt to ariſe 
in our buſy Minds, we can ſcarcely help forming Conjee- 
tures as to our Prior- ſtate, eſtimating the Fact in itſelf at a 
Certainty 3 and thus the Suppoſition of Mankind being Fal- 
Jen- Angels, might take its Origen amongſt the reſt. (See a 
Pamphlet lately publiſhed, f entitled A Rhapſody of Free 
Thoughts, P. II. Sect. I.) —— IT ſeems to receive 
ſome glimmering of Light too, from St. Jude, (ver. 
4, $2 6, 7, 8, 9,) for the introducing this dark- and 
hidden Myſtery, the Caſe of the Fallen- Angels, has but 
little or no Connection with that of his main Subject, to 
favour its Uſe and need of any Notice there: Unleſs we 
ſuppoſe he is drawing the Parallel, with a View to ſupport 
this Doctr ine of it; and in ſuch a Light, 'tis very intelligi- 
ble and proper. So does St. Peter, on the ſame Sub- 
- je, ſeem to deduce the Parallel too far back, (viz. from 
the Falien- Angels to Mankind in the preſent State, by ſuch 

g | a 
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„For of which it partakes the moſt is hard to determine, being piain · 
ly nothing but a hollow Tube, void of Veſſels and Organs of Digeſtion, 
and Reſpiration, &c. tho? it ſo greedily ſucks in and devours large, 
Worms. | 8 a - 
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a regular Gradation, and in as plain and conſequential a 


Way of Reaſoning, as can be expected) for one that in- 
tended only to intimate as much to us, and not plainly to tell 
us it was really ſo. For it had been fully ſufficient to every 
other defigned Purpoſe, to have taken up this Relation, at 
that concerning the Old World, in Verſe 5, inſtead of car- | 


rying us back to Things prior to its very Exiſtence, (Vid. 2d 


Epiſt. Chap. II.) But yet I do not mean to advance theſe 
Portions of Scripture, with Intent to ſhew, that I am entire- 
ly perſuaded this is an navoidable Conſequence, or Con- 


 elufion, poſitively founded in them rightly underſtood, or, 


fully authorized by them. Tho' I know not wherein it 13 
prejudicial to any other of its evident Doctrines or Precepts, 
and therefore, I hope, is no way injurious to the true and 
ſound Faith of a good Chriſtian, and orthodox Divinity. 
Neither by eſpouſing this Belief, do I think myſelf at all 


| chargeable with a Breach of that Care and Precaution, that 


every Student of Holy Writ ſhould be Maſter of, that he 
may not be too eafily prompted to form unwarrantable Hy- 
Potheſes, from a too luxuriant and unreſerved Fancy. For 
I hope there may be no harm in ſuch Conceits, as are not 
contradiQory to Scripture Doctrines, and repugnant or de- 
trimental to its plain Precepts, nor Reaſon and the Analogy 
of Nature. Nay, that one may ſuppoſe one ſees ſome in- 
ſpired Expreſſions, which plainly ſuggeſt, if not neceſſa- 
rily imply them, as directly contributive to their own Ex- 

lanation, Confirmation and Advantage and eſpecially too, 
if in ſuch Matters as may be of great Uſe, to pacify and 


5 2 the well-employ'd and inquiſitive Mind, in many ab- 


ruſe and intricate Poſitions, founded on the regular De- 
ductions of Reaſon drawn from, or plainly to be found aſſert- 


ed in the Word of GoD; which I think, is the direct Ten- 


dency and in the Power of this Notion to effect. — For what 
certainly, ſtill adds much to the Probability of this ſurprizing 
and uſeful Diſcovery is, that the Prophecy of the State and 
Condition of the Church, in the Horid, in all future Times, 
is figured out by Images, Emblems and Alluſions, relative 
to the State and Condition of Apoſtate Angels in Heaven, 
Prior to all Time; (in Rev. Chap. XII.) bearing Reſpect 
to both, and with ſeeming Equality. Which manifeſtly 


Intimates ſo cloſe a Relation and Affinity, between the Re- 


bellion and Apoſtacy amongſt pure Spirits and of degraded 
Mortals, as ſerves not a little to countenance the Belief here 
offered. And does not this give a juſtneſs and Propriety, to 
the metaphorical are N of the vaſt and wonderous 
| | 51 2 ; Contents 
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Contents of this Chapter, very emphatical and moving; 
as if intended, by way of, only connecting the diſtant Parts, 
of this but one and the ſame Narrative, of this diſmal Tale! 
into one Point of View ? More particularly confider Ver. 9. 
(compare 70% VI. 70.) Neither, when maturely conſider- 
ed, is this ſo very uncouth and offenſi ve a Sentiment, as at 
firſt Glance it may have ſeemed: And which may poſhbly 
be a Reaſon, why it is permitted to be only covertly and ob- 
ſecurely hinted at, and not expreſsly revealed and explicite- 
ly unfolded, That (like others the numberleſs Delicacies 
and ex quiſite Minutt# of the Sacred Bocks, in Things not 
abſolurely neceſſary for us to know) it may yet ſerve for a 
laudable Enquiry and Subj-ct of Speculation, and uſeful 
Employment of our reaſoning Powers 
THE curious Author of rhe Pamphlet juſt referred to, 
advances ſome Theſes very intereſting and engaging, in a 
new and ſurprizing Light, to me at leaſt. Such as ſtrike 
ones Apprehenfion with the entire Novelty of them, but this 
moſtly affected me; and 1 own, the more | think about it 
fince then, the more I ſeem to recede from Doubt; inaſ-- 
much as | dare not be poſitive, (ſo conſonant and agreeable 
is it, to the preſent Nature and Order of Things, and im- 
974 wg to our own Ideas,) but ones Mind may almoſt be 
aid to have been prepoſſeſſed of it, as if conceived from the 
Firſt, but which had not its imaginary Birth, or emerged 
into intellectual Light, till now by Means of this adminiſter. - 
ed Aid and aſſiſting Hand; as we are no ways conſcious of 
the Truth of the Fact, any more than of the Days whilſt in 
our Mother's Womb; —— Many very uſeful Documents and 
Leſſous, may be drawn from this Propoſi tion; ſome of which 
if it is not too tedious, I will clave Danes of my Readers 
to attend to And firſt, let me again repeat, as it is ſo 
needful, with plaineſe and perſpicuity, to premiſe, that I ſee 
not any needful Article of Faith, or Tenet of the Chriſtian 
Religion, that will be affected or prejudiced by it, | hope. 
And then Mankind confidered as Part of the TY, 
will afford us theſe very helpful Admonitions and uſeful 
Reflections, eafily flowing from ir on one Side; if it does 
not, as I imagine, ſhipwreck any Part of our holy Profeſſi- 
ons in Religion, on the other at the ſame Time, —— It 
inſtantly gives one a moſt admirable Perception and feeling 
of God's infinite Love and Mercy, his moſt conſummate Ve- 
-nignity, in our Redemption! A new and capacious Field 
of Wonder and Delight, is here widely extended to our en- 
raptured Imagination, from earneſt Meditation on this inex- 
REES 627 - hauſtible 
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hauſtible Fountain, ever flowing from the Throne of God; 
in placing ſuch ſad rebellious Subjects in a tolerably com- 
fortable State of Probation, and in endowing them with Fa- 
culties and Powers, capable to rcgain his utterly forfeited 
Favours. —» That notwithſtanding their old and ſtrong 
Attachment to, and even openly j; ining yet again with, the 
grand princely Adverſary of his dear Son Chriſt Jeſus, 
that God the Father, ſhould ſtill employ and ſend this very 
Perfon ; no leſs than his own dearly beloved and beloving 
Son of his awn Boſom; by whom they have been once te- 

ulſed and baniſhed 3 to be clothed with our ignominious 
4 of Mortality ; into this our very Place of Exile, there 
Himſelf to ſuffer ' the moſt cruel Example of our Curſe 


and Doom, in his newly accepted Nature, entailed upon it 


for Sin; and by the Hands of whom? Even theſe his 


formerly routed Enemies! That he ſtill perſiſts, thro? all 


theſe repeated blaſphemous Affronts, to invite us moſt ten- 
derly to be reinſtated from our prodigious Back-Qidings, in- 
to our otherwiſe loſt and 1rrecoverable Felicity again; and 
by ſo eaſy a Compliance, even with the Obſervance of 
Laws, the pare and genuine Iſſues of boundleſs Pity and 
divine Placability, inconceivable Conde ſcenſion and infinite 


. Wiſe «w, being ſo divinely conſtituted, as makes them all a- 


Jong conduce to our preſent temporal Welfare and Peace, 


Working this together with our everlaſting Bliſs and Glory! 
The infinitely wiſe, god and berign Author of Life, RP 


inſeperably conjoined cur Pleaſure and Profit, Happineſs 
and Intereſt, with our Duty. 


So exquiſitely well a- 


dapted are they to the Fitneſs and State of Things, and pro- 


Portioned to the Reaſon and Nature of Mankind, as to ere- 
ate a perfect Confiſtency and Harmony thro? the Whole! 


And which do powerfully recommend themſelves by tkeſe 


wholeſome and excellent Qualities to our unprejudic*d Judg- 
ment. And likewiſe God hath promiſed quite to forget and 
forgive, and from Time to Time, to renew his Holy Com- 
munion with our Spirits, on Condition of our faithful Per. 
formance of that gracious Law of Repentance and conſequent 
Obedience which he hath eſtabliſhed to balance the Frailties 
of our Mortal Nature. op 
Tuvs doth the Almighty Father, by his bleſſed Son, 
« draw all Men unto him with the filken Cords of his 
ſweet and ftrongly inviting Love and Grace. A devout and 
due Senſe of all this, muſt fill us with exalted Acclamations, 
at the Goodneſs of an omnipotent God, towards ſuch vile 
Beings! And think®nothing in our Power too much to do, for 
ſo gteat a Conqueror, ſo gracious a Redeemer, and glorious 
e e e 2 
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a King, as his moſt bleſſed Son! The Man CHRIST Jesvs! 
We may well break forth with the Pſalmiſt, in the utmoſt 
Degree of devout Surprize, deeply affected with moſt bitter 
Remorſe, Anguiſh, and Compunction of Sonl, ** Lord, 
* what is (or indeed what has been,) Man, that thou 
% ſhouldſt be (yet) thus mindful of him! Or the Son of 
Man, that thou ſhouldſt (at all) regard him!“ For ſure- 
Jy his Heart for hardneſs, exceeds all Deſcription. This 
amazing and boundleſs Phylanthropy of the Son, in his Con- 
deſcenfion. to intereſt himſelf ſo effectually, for the Re- 
covery of ſuch worthleſs Wretches; may well be a Subject 
of the higheſt Entertainment, and truly worthy of the eter- 
nal Defire of the moſt exalted Spirits, to look into and con- 
template with. Adoration! © For greater Love hath no 
„ Man, than that he lay down his Life for his Friend.“ 
But he hath far out done all, by dying for us whilſt we 
were vile and undeſerving Sinners. And how have we in 
any ſort, merited this wonderous Friendſhip; from what Ori- 
ginal, is derived the great Cognation and Aﬀinity : „This 
« Fellowſhip of the Myſtery ! which from the Foundation of 
& the World hath been hid in God, who created all Things 

by Jeſus Chriſt, and of whom the whole Family in Hea- 
© yen and Earth is named. Such are the unſearch- 
«© able Riches of Chriſt! *” (Eph. III. 8, , 15. See this 
and preceeding Chap.) * For both he that ſanctifieth, and 
* they who are fanctified, are all of one; for which Caufe 

© he is not aſhamed to call them Brethren “ (Heb. II 11.) 
That the Conditions of Peace, are now in this praſent State 
and Day of Grace offered to us for the very laſt Time 
(2 Cor, VI. 2.) we muſt now chooſe Peace or War, 
the glorious Liberty and Privileges of the Sons of God; 
or everlaſting Chains of Miſery, with Satan and his 
Angels; a Coalition with the Almighty, or the Prince of 
Daikneſs, for ever! This being the laſt and beſt Expedi- 
ent that divine Complacency could - propoſe for us; and to 
which we do well to take the greateſt Heed, as the dernier 
Reſort of helpleſs, deſponding Souls! The forelorn Hope 
of the perſiſting Wicked and Ungodly ! This cannot but be 
_ ſuppoſed, ſince none leſs than this © Prince of Peace, 
could now be a ſufficient Sacrifice, to-take away the vaſt 
Load of Guilt, under which this World is, (diſcernably e- 
ven to Mortal Eyes) ſo ſadly preſſed down and over burthen- 
ed. And therefore, from the Nature of Things, we muſt 
imagine, he hath wrought this great Redemption for us, 
when in our very Jaft probationary Period; and whilft pof- 
ſible that we can be ſaved at any Rate, in Conſiſtency with 


the 
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the glorious Attributes of God. 
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And therefore, that fo 
ſhort a Time too, as this Life, ſhould reſtore us to-a:Capa- 
city, nay, a Poſſibility of Salvation; yea, even to an in- 
cenſed God's perfect and everlaſting Reconcili ation, thro? 
Chriſt the Saviour's Merits 3 * deſerves our continual ardent 
Thanks, in Terms the moſt expteſſive, that inflamed Hearts 
overflowing with abundant Gratitude, can poſſibly coneeive! 
For it engagingly diſplays, the exuberant Bounty, infinite 


Benigni ty, and perfect Goodneſs of God, as his moſt amiable 


Attributes; ineffable, majeſtic, and well worthy the Su- 
preme, who made all Beings purely for Happineſs and 
Bliſs. — That whatever Sufferings and Trials, God pleaſes 
to aMi& each of us with in this Life, may be more or leſs, 


perhaps, in Proportion to our former Diſobedience and 


Offences. This Notion ſeems to bid fair, to account for molt 
of the Difficulties, and ſeeming Inconſiſtencies we are tos 
| ; | : apt 


* From whence it ſeems to appear on this Hypotheſis, that it is not 
the Length and Term of this Life of Probation, but the infinite Natzre and 
Degree of Sin in itſelf, that in the eternal Mind, makes the juſt- Propor- 
tion, betwixt /emporal Evil and Good, and ever/afling Miſery or Happi · 
5 ſs. — The Juſtice in decreeing infinite Miſery for finite Crimes, con- 


fiſts then, in the natural Turpitude, Deformity and Malignity, that 


there is in Sin ; the which, of how great Depth and Profundity it may 


| appear in the Sight of God, (eſpecially too, when oppoſed to ſo eafy and 


in itſelf eligible a Duty here, ſo wilfully and pertinaciouſly rejected for 
it,) we are not in the. leaſt qualified to judge. For if the Light that is 


in us be Darkneſs, 4 how great is that Darkneſs! ”” Neither hath it en- 
tered into our Hearts to conceive, the vaſt Sublimity and glorious Ten- 


dency, of the ſpiritual Eſſence and endleſs Nature of Virtue and Holineſi. 


«4 Por who ſhall ſeperate us from the Love of Chriſt ? Nay, we are more 


than Conquerors thro* Him that loved us!“ Who can poſſibly ap- 
prehend at wuat a Diſtance, a continued Progreſs, once begun in wilful 
Sin and Polution, muſt neceſſarily carry ſo excellent a Being as Man is, 


from the great Original of Truth and Purity; or, on the other Hand, to 
what wonderful Elevation in the World. of Spirits, and Nearneſs in the 


my ſterious Union with the Deity, which from the Beginning of the 
World hath been hid in God; an afflited and reſigned Creature here, by 
the proper Ule of his Realon, may hereafter, be bleſſed with a Capacity 
of approaching, (1 John III. 1, 2.) Oh! the Depth of the Riches, both 
of the Wiſdom and Knowledge of God; how unſearchable are his 
„ Judgments, and his Ways paſt finding out!“ Thus the juſt Relation 
between the Nature of the Offence committed, and Puniſhment an- 
nounced, the Obedience and Reward, merely; will in this very import- 


ant Matter, clearly juſtify the Ways of God to Man:“ The Diipre- 


portion that gives the Diſguſt, viz. between Time and Eternity in this 
and the next States, is quite another Object, and a diſtin Part of this 
intereſting Subject, tho? they are too generally confounded together. 
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zpt to fancy, in the Diſpenſations of a wonderful and good 
God, towards Mankind in general, and oucſelves in parti- 
_ evlar. By this we have likewiſe a Rule to ſolve thoſe*ſur- 
prizing Appearances 2mongft us concerning Original Sin; 
ef Election and Reprobation, dsc in this preſert World — 
 Henee too, ſuch as we ſee from the very Cradle, cut out as 
it were and deſtined, to an evil Courſe of Life and De- 
ftiySion, (like Veſſels of Diſnonour), netwithſtandivg the 
pt moſt Care and inceſſant Pains taken in their Education, 
for © The Ungodly are froward, even from their Mother's 
* Womb; as ſoon as they are born, they go aſtray and 
« ſpeak Lies 3** (Pfa} LVIII z. compare Ger. VIII. 21.) 
and on the other Hand, others even before they arc ripened 
o any Degree of Reflection and Utterance, who fever 
by their very Features and Geſtures, a ſweetneſs of Tem- 
er, an innate Goodneſs, Meckneſs and duQt:lity in their 
Pente as if inherent to their very Frame and Nature, 
that makes them not re quite all that Trouble and Concern 
for their Inſtruction and Edification in Morals, that is ſo ab- 
ſolute ly needful with the former, inflexible and untoward 
ones, proud, moroſe, ctuel, hy Mankind are endued 
with different 1 and mental Endowments, va- 
rious Propenſitie and Diſpofitions, Tafte and Diſcernment 
in Morals, f and the Bounties and Bleſſings of Providence are 
ſovery unequally diſpenſed ; all may on this Hy potheſi be 
35 * | cleared 
And lurely thi: Reatoning is pertectly eſtabliſhed, by the pr ſent Sy ſtem 
of political Government over Mankind: Where lingering and painful 
ene and Puniſhment; are the appointed Lot of Criminals, as 
juſtly regarding ſolely this aforementioned Relation. But hi new 
bought and Conception of the Matter, ſtill more clearly and entirely 
diſplays the Juſtice and Mercy of God, as it gives to Original Sin, a 
Degiee De and boundleſs, by ſuppoſing it firit committed in Heaven, 
and therefore Hell, ut; proper Place of Puniſhment, is naturally and ne- 
c-farily oppoſed to it; and conſequently hit, a World, purely interme- 
diate, wher:in alane we mui} determine whether to riſe again, or fink 
deeper far evermore, (in the ſacred Phrale,) intirely to forſake Sin and 
let go Diſplealure, or fill wander in thoſe perplexing Mazes without End 
as K were; and either to tene our Acquaintance with Satan and reſolve 
to continue Servants of Mammon, or inflantly break off and turn faithſully 
to God, until he have Mercy and abundantly pardon us. | | 
+ Some there are, as totally uncapable of all Feeling for others; as 
void of Senſibility and Pity, for the Miſeries and Dittreſſes of their poor 
Breth ren in the Fieſh; a: they are inſuſceptible of Pleaſure, at the moſt 
exquiſite Harmony of Sounds. Are equally torpid and dead, in reipe& 
to both, and this too by Nature; having no Sort of Taſte and Reliſh, for 
either the Charms of Melody or iweetneſs of S/ mph). 
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cleared up and juſtified to our Underſtandings, — This 
ſeems to be the moſt obvious Meaning of thoſe remarkable 
Words. (Wiſd. of $04. VIII. 19, 20.) © For I was a witty 
«- Child, and had a good Spirit, — Yea, rather being good, 
came into a Body undefiled. *”* Comp. Ecclus. I. 14. 


Hence we imagine, we conceive, how is derived this 
viſible Pronenefs of the human Soul to Evil. — Why it ſets 
out with a natural Obliquity and ſtrong Bias impreſſed . 
thereon, from the Firſt, more or leſs, in a Life depraved 
from Good. — And by this Method of Contemplating the 


| Matter, our Surprize is much allayed, at ſeeing the whole 


World lie in the wilderneſs and barren Condition it is, full 


of Brambles, Briars and Thorns; and very little of good 


Fruit ſpringing up amongſt them, to a flouriſhing and 
comely State of Maturity : Exactly reſembling the eaſy, 


ſprightly and very accurate Picture, which our bleſſed Sa- 

viour hath drawn of it, in the Parable of the S wer eſpeci- 

| ny (See Matt. XIII.) | | | 
N 


2 prior and the original State then, we may ſuppoſe 
it was, where our Firſt Parents ſtrangely fell; there firſt 
was ſown the fatal Seed, of all future univerſal Evil, that 


ſtruck deep Root into this World; and hence we all got 


the Contagion, that cauſes the peſtiferous Impurity of our 


natural Habit. And thus is the Introduction of Evil a- 


mongſt us, rendered eaſy to conceive and account for. And 
that it ſhould be produced among the ſuperior Orders at 
firſt, is not difficult to Conception. For much more ſo is 


it, to underſtand how a Creature, can in any State, be ab- 
ſolutely and Perfectly beyond a poſſibility of lapſing. For 


„He chargeth his Angels with Folly, yea, the Heavens 
& are not clean in his Sight; and what is poſſible, may 
happen to be; | 3 1 
„% Who acts by Force impell'd, can nought deſerve, 
And Wiſdom ſhort of infinite, may ſwerve, 
1 | Fe ARBURTHNOT.F 
Turs Reaſoning will carry us on to diſcern, without much 
Surprize therefore, the further Fall of Adam and Eve, in 


their more limited and degraded State of Humanity, extra- 


duce, as I may ſay, being originally contaminated; and 
3 5 5 . extends 


it it be here aſked ; (ſays the great and very amiable Dr. Clarke,) 
ſince Gop is tne ſupreme infinite Good, and there is no Power inde- 
pendant upon His; why then are not a// Things made good? ** For abb 
* bath reſiſted his Will?” The Anſwer is, — — I hat Freedom of 
„Will, is eſſential to the Being of rational Creatures: So that Were 
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by BE: 3 
extends our View, till at laſt, Oh! what an Ocean of Mire 
and Dirt do we behold the whole World, now again become ! 
How does it {till too ſadly lie ſtagnated, in noxious and in- 
tolerable Vapours like a Dead Sea. — The whole Maſs is, 
now ſure ! throughly leavened and fermented, to the high- 
eſt permitted Degree. 0 

TRE Doctrine of Predeſtination to our reſpective Condi- 
tions in this World, according to God's everlaſting Decrees 
and the divine Councils of his own ſovereign Will, ſo far 
as is delivered in the Scriptures, and that is pretty poſiti- 
vely by St. Paul to the Romans, Chap. VIII. and IX, may 
be thus evidently defended and firmly eſtabliſhed. (Com- 
pare Fer I. 5.) For the Foreknowledge of God he here 
Tpeaks of, (Ver. 29) is afterwards explained by him, as be- 
ing before the Foundation of the World. (Eph. I. 4, 5.) 
And may not this“ 1 and Predeſtinating, (which 
„are ſo fully declared and aſſerted) in Him, (Jeſus 
% Chriſt, ) be according to the greater or leſſer Degrees 
of the Offence, of each particular Spirit, at this ſad Re- 
volt with Satan? And by this perhaps, each hath retain- 
ed and brought with him into this World, a proportionable 
Degree and Quantity of Original Sin and Guilt, and conſe- 
quently of God's remaining Wrath and Indignation thereat. 
Some, ſo much as ſerves to form and tinge the very Features 
of the Face and Muſcles, or Covering'at leaſt of the Body, 
with a gloomy, black and ſaturnine Aſpect; the Vehicle 
being prepared fit and ſuitable, both in Form and Colour, 
to become a proper Receptacle for each reſpective Spirit 
or Percipient, || Hence may ſpring that Connection or U- 
nion between Soul and Body, and effect of the ane on the o- 
ther, ſo indiſoluble and undiſcoverable; and hence per- 
- haps the pretended Art of Phyſiognomy, had its Rudiments 
in the-World. This for ought we can tel], is the Cauſe 
of that amazing Degradation we ſee amongſt Mankind, 
ſpread over the Face of the whole Earth; from the true 
reformed Chriſtians in a little Corner of it, to the Hortentots 
and natural Savages, differing. but little ſeemingly from 


real Brutes, in the Retention and Indulgence of their groſs- 
a | eſt 


«© Power ovei-ruling that Freedom, would be deltroying that Nature 
« which it bad created. And therefore, that poſſibility of Evil, which 
« is conſequent upon Freedom, is reaſonable to be permitted. ” (Sermon 
II. On the Omnipotence of GeD ) l 1 | 

But I would by no means be thought to mean, by this uncommon. 
Hint, as if it was conſlantly and invariably thus. No. 1 beg 1 may be 
interpreted fairly with Charity and Candour, 


* 
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eſt Paſſions, in many of its larger Parts. — And ſo from be- 


ing free - born Subjects, happy under the Enjoyment of the 
glorious Goſpel of Peace and Liberty, in the Proteſtant 
Countries of Europe, thro? its vaſt Monarchies of Tyranny 
and Slavery bound down under Ignorance and Superſtition, 
we may trace the human Soul in its ſtrange decline, ſinking 
gradually to a State of mere Nature; endowed with differ- 
ent perſonal Degrees of the moral Senſe, and of outward Pri- 
vileges, Advantages and Opportunities for improving it, 


(on which our future Bliſs in Glory ſo, entirely depends,) 


even till ſome of our own Rank in this wonderful Chain, 
ſcarcely indicate more valuable Qualifications, than mere 
animal Life, or bare Inſtinct; and accordingly are made 
the uſual Commodity for Merchandize, in ſeveral Places 
in other Quarters of the Globe, to be as Slaves in common 
with the ordinary Fate of domeſtic Brutes. There being a 
palpable Characteriſtic difference, in the Species even of 
Human K inds, ſome of the loweſt of which can ſcarcely be 
called Rationals. Inſomuch that it is really difficult to 
know, where to draw a Line between the Claſſes of Beings 
and to aſſign to every Species its proper Rank and Station. 
And ſo it is we find, ſome, even whole Communities and 
entire large Countries of People, that ftill are, as it were, per- 
fe Devils incarnate, and for all Generations thereof. * But 
on the other Hand, there are others in their mental Endow- 
ments and moral Perfections, more free and clean from groſs 
Stains and Pollutions; having made conſiderable Progreſs, 


in the Recovery of the original divine Nature and Reſem- 
blance to their Maker, bleſſed be God for it! 


So we ſee, theſe Credenda, this ſort of Doctrine and Be. 
lief, does not only juſtify and make good, the Reaſonable- 
neſs of this wonderful Gradation of Things in this Life, 
which the Divines have fairly cleared up againſt the In- 
fidels and Atheiſts, confiſtently with God's moral Attri- 
butes; but it goes further, even à priori to ſhew the 
Juſtice, Equity and neceſſity of it, in the gracious Scheme 
of Creation. We are hereby likewiſe deprived, of all © 
Arguments uſually brought by wicked, falſe and daring 

D 2 x Men, 


* And, Oh ſhocking Thought! Nor need we go out of Chrifter 
am, to find [Inſtances of this, not a few Vea even in the Heads, and 
Supreme of ſome, that have the Impieuſneſs to eſteem themſelves very 
good Chriſtians, and to the Excluſion of a/! others, from a Participation 
or future Happineſs with them! But perhaps out of which Number, 
may be pick'd Particulars, that are a ſeeming and almoſt a poſitive Proof 
ſure, of the whole Truth of this Suppoſition. 


— 


Ca] 


Men, in Proof of our Diſcharge from the Performance of 
the Duties required in the Goſpel ; as being already abſo- 
lately predeſtinated and determined, forcibly, by God, to 


ood or bad. But then let me ask, does not the ſame 
ord of God, from whence theſe Sophiſts and malevolent 
Caſuiſts took up this beggarly Argument, (and which J 
heartily wiſh I conld once ſee firmly eſtabliſhed, as the 
infallible and true Catholic Srandard of divine Truth, a- 
mongſt all Chriſtians,) declare and ſtrictly enjoin the Ob- 
ſervance of theſe actual and poſitive Duties, on Pain of 
Damnation, as being the only poſſi/e Reſtoratives adapted 
to our fallen State? (How are you then to extricate your- 
ſelves from this Dilemma? Oh ye of little Faith ! ** And 
are you not fairly caught in your own Trap, and pinched 
in the Stocks?) And thus all the heavy Invectives they 
are apt to throw out againſt the Deity, on theſe Accounts, 
are hereby rendered indefenſible and fallacious and deſpe- 
rately wicked: For He © hath ſhewed thee, O Man ! what 
is Good s and what doth the Lord require of thee, but to 
« do Juſtly, and to love Mercy, and to walk humbly with 
« thy GoD? Since without Holineſs no Man ſhall ſee the 
* Lord. Wherefore the Law is holy, and the Command- 
« ment is holy, juſt and good. And ſo both the 
Need of this Probation-Stare and of Diſcipline, in the 
World, and our ſucceeding or miſcarrying therein accord- 
ing to our Behaviour in it, appears on this Suppoſition, to 
be owing only to ourſelves 3 and we have now, and ſhall 
have at the laſt, none elſe to blame in the latter Caſe : But 
it is God alone to whom all Thanks and Praiſe are due, for 
his unbounded Mercy and ſuch amazing Goodneſs, in af- 
fording us an eaſy Poſſibility of obtaining an inconceivably 
great Reward for ever hereafter, attended with preſent. 
ſtrong, engaging and lucrative Inducements; and all an- 
nexed, to our ſincere Endeavours aſter this our bliſsful Re- 
newal, it being an everlaſting Scheme, of redeeming, re- 
conciling Love, and of Righteouſneſs to be imputed to all 
that do Works meet for Repentance, which he hath in 
Hand; full of Wonder! full of Wiſdom! 


V 
THE unequal Diſtributions of Rewards and Puniſh- 


ments, or, rather Comforts and Calamities, to Men in 
this World; the very beſt and moſt ſtrictly virtuous of them, 
trequently ſuffering the Pains, Preſſures, &c. moſt ſuitable 
to the Deſerts of the worſt Part thereof 3 and very common- 


ly 


tm} 


ly theſe latter, bleſſed with all the Enjoyments here that they 


can wiſh for: Tho? we are aſſured; the one have their Re- 
ward here; and it is ſuch a defigned Trial of the Virtue 
of the other, as will much enhance theirs hereafter z yet 
this Tranſpoſition of Circumſtances and Deſerts, I think, 
can ſcarcely be ſatisfactorily accounted for, with Regard 
only to the different Treatment and Acceptation of them, in 
their to be exchanged and oppoſite Conditions in the next 
State, without endleſs Difficulties, both to our preſent Ex- 
1 and Senſe of Things, and the Declarations and 

romiſes of Scripture about it, without his Retroſpettion. 
As in Caſes of Melancholy, Deſpondency, or Diſtractiom, 
too often the very Produck of a ſevere Fate to the beſt and 
moſt humbly thinking Mortals: By which the unhappy 
Patient, thro? natural and unavoidable Infirmity in Body, 
is rendered unable to do that reaſonable Service which he 
ſo earneſtly-in Spirit =" +: after, — And Inſtances there 
are, where a total Dejection of Spirit, ſervile Dread, and 
ſlaviſn Baſhfulneſs, frequently obſtruct that vigorous Ex- 
ertion of the pious, devout, and ſocial Affections, which 
ſhould ſeem needful to work out and ſecure a Portion of e- 
tetnal Bliſs 3 (nay ſometimes may ſuch a one be drove to 
commit the greateſt Crimes) for thus he argues. What 
„ fond Parent can chaſtize the Child that he loveth, and 
„ ſcourge every Son that he receiveth, without ſome 
preceding Act of Difobedience, proceeding from a vitia- 


ted Mind? (For ſo to behave indiſcriminately to all, with- 


out proportionate Regard to their different Principles, 


would not only be vaſtly imprudent, indiſcreet, and dan- 


gerous, but actually cruel and unjuſt: And much more 
would it be ſo, to reverſe the Order and Fitneſs of the 
Rules of Diſcipline, by chaſtizing and correcting the Obe- 
dient, and conferring Favours and Bleſſings on the refractory 
and ſtubborn.) But to which latter Diſpoſition this ardent 


Soul is conſcious, he in his preſent State, as far as may be, 


is quite the Reverſe. — For perhaps the ſtrongeſt Conflict 
that a frail ignorant Mortal can experience, may happen 


between Reaſon and Conſcience, thro* the Prejudice of 


Education, or a naturally weak, over-ſcrupulous Temper, 
bordering on Superſtition. And ſuch a faithful and pious 
Soul, can ſcarcely perſuade himſelf to think, he hath pre- 
ſumptuouſly done enough Here, to deſerve all this from a 
good God; whilſt it is eaſy to imagine, he may have 
done more than enough Heretefore, to merit infinitely worſe 
from an incenſed Judge. And therefore why may one not, 

| e as 


n 
ms the moſt eaſy Way to reconcile us to the preſent Senſe of 
God's Goodneſs, in the glorious Work of the Creation ; 
the ever adorable Myſtery, ** of the Love of God in Chriſt, 
* reconciling the World unto 'himſelf; “ and univerſal 
Happineſs of all his Creatures, the very Eſſence of the 
whole divine Plan; and Experience of Things: Suppoſe this 
World, a Place to afff ict and puniſþ us, in a low and pri- 
mary Degree, for our Miſdemeanor in a pre-exiſtant one ; 
(for what can we call abſolute and real Puniſpment, if ſuch 
a natural unhappy Temper be not; and where elſe muſt 
we look, for the juſt Cauſe-of it?) As well at the ſame 
Time, as the laſt Probation before we muſt enter into an 
Eternity. A Thought this, that might bring ſome Relief 
in the Caſe. | 
SvRELY that Perſon muſt have made but little Obſerva- 
tion, as to this Point, that does not ſee very" ſufficient Evi- 
dence, both externally and internally, to perſuade him of 
the penal Nature of this preſent Life and Portion of our He- 
ing, in ſome ſort : When he reflects on the widely differing 
Eſtates and Conditions of Mankind placed therejn. The 
extremely: great and unavoidable Miſery, that ſome poor 
Creatures are doomed to endure ; others at the ſame Time 
ſharing a moderate Degree of Comfort, for the moſt Part; 
whilſt others again, partake of both Pleaſure and Pain al- 
ternately, depending on their preſent Temper, or general 
Crafis of Body. This Matter being ſo ordered amongit 
them, 4 and on the whole, as puts it beyond a poſhbility, 
I think, of being ſo eafily reconcileable with infinite Cle- 
mency and Love, on any other Plan, For-does ſuch a 
Plan, do adequate Honour to its infinitely gracious Author, 
which muſt require the unavoidable Miſery of Individuals, 
in order to bring about the general Good? Indeed the com- 
mon Diſorders and Convulſions that appear in the World, 
both intellectual and elementary, do deeply mark it, as the 
Production of an offended and diſpleaſed Being; Yea, the 
very conſtituted Order in Nature itſelf, -plainly proclaims 
the ſame. According to which, one worthleſs Wretch, by 
his ſuperior Advantage of Abilities, Endowments, and Si- 
tuation, often tiſes and towers up to Dignity and 9 
| | | (ſuch 


Min 


I mean not only the inferior Orders, but rather ourſelves, the Top 
of the viſible great Work. — For there we find the greateſt Inſtability, 
Irregularity, and promiſcuous Poſſeſſion, of the ſeveral Degrees of the 
one, or the other; and at ſuck unforeſeen Intervals, as plainly diſcover 
to us a dilpenſing Hand originally, as well as ſeverall) and momental- 
ly, dealing them out to each reſpeQive Patient. | 


. : 
(ſuch as they be!) upon the Misfortunes and Ruin of his 
virtuous but hapleſs Neighbour. And implanted Pow- 
er and Dominion, tho' expreſsly delegated to Man alone, 
yet is by an equal Subordination maintained, from Man- 
kind thro' the whole Scale of Beings; which enables one 
Rank to deſtroy and devour thoſe below, for his daily Food 
and neceſſary Subſiſtance. And tho? Man be the nominally 
appointed Sovereign, over all the brutal Kinds, yet in his 
Turn from Infancy to Old Age, is he ſubjected either to 
the rapacious Talons of the Fowls of the Air; or the vora- 
cious Jaws of the Beaſts of the Earth and Fiſhes of the Sea: 
Theſe are Circumſtances unſeemly adapted, to give this 
Creation the ſtriking Appearance of a purely Divine Ori- 
fins? ; the prime genuine Offspring of infallible Perfection: 

ut rather more reſembling it to a ſecondary or after- 
Thought; a wonderful Piece of Patchwork (I ſpeak with 
Reverence) of Him, who can bring Order from Confufion 5 
but ſo neatly executed is it, as to be undiſcoverable by 
finite Capacities. 


SvRELY ſuch extreme Miſeries as this Life holds forth 


to View, as Probationary only, are for that fingle Purpoſe 
quite diſproportionate in themſelves ; and incompatible 
with tranſcendant Wiſdom and Goodneſs, towards ſuch na- 
turally frail and helpleſs Mortals. On this Occafion, what 
erouding Thoughts torment ones melting Soul! Oh the hi- 


deous Scenes that here preſent themſelves to the affrighted 


Imagination! Poiſonings, Murders, Mafſacres, Effuſions of 
Blood; all the Horrors of War, Diſtreſſes of Perſons, Ruin 
of Families, whole Countries flood ed with the Blood of their 
Inhabitants, Depopulations, Devaſtations, and Deſtructions, 
even to the blotting out of Names, and total Oblivion of 
Nations of Yore, flouriſhing and famous. — This on the 
Side of Politicks. And what ſee we on the other Side 
of the Piece? A horrible Gloom, Obſcurity, Blackneſs of 
Darkneſs itſelf, overwhelming! Oh Religion! Religion! 
Thou Barbarian, Savage, Mangler, Fiend, Fury ! But what 
Religion? Of Superſtition, Hell, and the Devil ! * Tis thou 
didſt cauſe the Paſſion, Agony, Sweat of Blood, the Curſes, 


Revilings, Indignities, Blaſphemies, Croſs and Spear, a- 


gainſt the bleſſed Son of God and Saviour of Men, And, 
Oh thou Proreſtant; thou only pious Friend, remaining to 
pure genuine Chriſtianity, Doſt thou indeed ſtand fingle: 
and deſerted, amid(t this ſtrange, wide-ſpread Diſorder and 
Confuſiog; the Scoff and Jeſt, the Contempt and Hatred, 
of thy Countrymen, thy Brethren ? Look up then from = 
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Vale of Miſery and Tears, unto thy enthroned princely Sa- 
viour, before whom, the laftieſtCherubs of God nowdochear- 
ful Homage, thy true Pattern, in his Life; thy only Friend, 
in his Death 3 and great Exemplar in his own, of thy Reſur- 
rection ; and Who hath for thee obtained, immenſe and 
endleſs Felicity Let this, all this then; calm, cheriſh, 
harmonize thy. diſconſglate Breaſt. —— And are theſe at 
laſt, the ond Ara's of Chronology ; the great Events, by 
which its Tables are extended ? ls it with ſuch pompous 
Qecyrrences, the hiſtoric Page is ſmeared ? Or is it the Chi- 

anery, Flattery, Vanity, Pride, Selfiſhneſs, and the long 
black Parade of courtly Wickedneſs, Lawyer, and Prieft- 
craft, in our High-places, that chiefly fills our Annals? 
Then it were to be wiſhed, ſuch Things had never been 
ſounded in our Ears; that they had all been forever con- 
gealed i: om the World, veiled in endleſs Darkneſs, buried 

In Oblivion. . | | 
Suck an inſupportable Load of preſent Miſery, purely 

to qualify for the Enjoyment of future and inviſible Felicity, 

maſt more naturally, impreſs the Mind, I ſay, with torment- 
ing Doubts and Anxieties, about our remaining Condition of 

Exiſtance 3 noxious. Prejudices againſt this rigid State of 

Things 5 unworthy Notions, of the Former of it; danger- 

ous Conceptions of his Attributes, and a general Deſpon- 

dency, Dejection and Gloom, will be too apt to ariſe, dark- 
ening the whole Face of Nature; as on Experience 1 fear, 
we find 1s too often the Caſe. But which would be entire- 
ly cleared off, all Difficulties removed, and Fears, repining 
and Complaints, quite ſuppreſſed in all Minds, by all ſup- 

oſing preſent Evils are permitted, as properly and ftritly 

uniſpments of Evil paſt, and therefore both needful and 

Juſt. 3 as well as Tryals of our Virtue. And this View at 

laſt "ary us to a ſafe and literal Conſtruction of the ex- 

preſs and ſolemn: Declarations of Scripture, in a qualified 
Senſe at leaſt, that God is the immediate Creator of Evil, 
as well as of Light, Darkneſs, Peace, and Righteouſneſs. 
(Ja. XLV. 7, f.) But all which Forms of Language, and 
other Repreſentations of the ſevere or inverſed Ways of 

God in the World, on any other Syſtem, we find to require 

Evaſions, Attifice, and Sophiſtry, to ſave „ e 3" the 

moſt eſſential Characters of the Deity : not aware that at 

the ſame Time, it mutilates, weakens, and invalidates, the 
ſacred Nord of Truth. An Opinion then, this, truly wor- 
thy to be univerſally embraced, being ſufficiently ſelf-re- 
commended and applauded, and confirmed by its own in- 


ternal 
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ternal evidence: And will cauſe a general acquieſcence 


and humble- ſubmiſſion, under the all-righteous and infi- 


nitely juſt diſpenſations, of an offended but placable God 


D 


every pleaſure has its allay of fear. Yes even T 


For L own myſelf rather a Fautor of the opinion, of the 
very worthy Mr. Wollaſton, That the bitter ingredients of 
miſery, predominate in this ſtate of our ſevere tryal. Nei- 
ther do I ſuppoſe; that it can be prefered to non-exiſtence; 
but in the ſame view with St. Paul, 1 Cor. XV. 19. And 
from whence I infer, a general tacit conſent to its truth. 
For if ſome are fond of exiſtence (here) love (this) life, 
« and are extremely unwilling to part with it, (See J- 
diff. for Relig. inexcus. P. 24) it is the proſperous Wicked 
on whom the fear of Death hath fallen; whilſt with the 


truly Good, it is invariably found otherwiſe : For 20 die is 


far better, tis bis gain; his affections are fixed upon in- 
viſible eternals, and not on empty ſublunaries. For 'tis 
very obvious that there is even here, much real miſery, 
when its perfectly reverſe, ſweet and unmixed happineſs; 
is not to be found perhaps amongſt us: (See Relig. of Nat. 
del. 7th Ed. P. 377, et ſeq.) The beſt; we can ſay of this, 
being, that it is a freedom from the other, but not a poſi- 


tive attainment and poſſeſſion in alteram partem. For that 


1s quite diſproporticnate to the pteſent ſtate of things, where 
me itfelf 
in this caſe, is ſcarcely to be credited, tis quite deceitful; 


. fince an equal portion of it in-pleaſvre, ſeems to paſs away 


22 than in pain; and thereby in ſome ſort becomes it- 
elf, a real bitter ingredient of miſery: And plainly ſnew- 


ing the former to be in fact leſs ſubſtantial and intrinſical, 
than the latter, which affects the mind with more heavy, 


ſolid, intenſe and laſting impreſſions Hence tis plain, 
this life is not fitted for rewards, but rather to allot ſome 
certain degree of actual puniſument: And ſurely too, for 
ſome prior miſconduct, 1 long ſi nee paſt Sos 
; 1111 a ; en 


For is it Boy made diſcoverable, and even loudly proclaimed, by 
little Infants, as fooh as brought into the world, by their maladies, cries 


and very affecting Icreams ? And this our entrance into miſery together 
with life, and its equal continuance therewith, ig by no poſſible way 


accountable for, or can be made confiſtent and reconeileable with any 
other Hy potheſis, I humbly pteſume. For can we imagine it would be 
thus ; would the very firſt ſalutes of per ſect, little Innocente and pure 
Spirits, think you, be, theſe “ figns of Woe; and in conjunction with. 


he whom, we know expreſsly doomed to ſorrow and pain, at this time 3. 


ould or ſhould there not be ſomething to diſtinguiſh by, I ſay, if we 
were not all, by Nature Children of WratÞ? Born unte trouble as the 
ſparks fly upward. | | 
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then again, tho' the difference in the beſt of men and the 
worſt, the vaſtneſs between the extremes of the moral cha- 
rafter, as maintained by different agents; and the interme- 
diate degrees of it, ſo far tranſcend our ſcanty computa- 
tion: Though the houſes be almoſt ſhook with the vollies 
of oaths in our ſtreets, and the skies near rent aſunder, (as 
one may imagine,) by the blaſphemies and profanations of 
the one ſort, yet that no thunder or earthquake from be- 
neath, often opens the earth's deep mouth, inftantly to ſwal- 
low down and ingulf the vile. miſcreant in her dreadful 
Pit, nor lightenings from above blaſt his daring tongue, 
whilſt calling down his deſerved vengeance, is on the one 
band, more than can reaſonably be expected; ſo on the 
other, ſeems it rather leſs than might be e that the 
true piety, fervent zeal, faith and righteouſneſs, and ſi n- 
gular virtue in all godlineſs and honeſty, of the other man, 
whoſe whole life is one continued ſcene of honourable ac- 
tions and deportment, ſhould never be favourably diſtin- 
guiſhed with a filent whiſper, from ſome attendant Seraph, 
nor that he ſhould be at all applauded, and confirmed in 
his inward feelings and perceptions, anſwerable to his la- 
bouts and entreaties, by the open aſſiſtance of a propitious 
guardian Angel: Theſe odd appearances, muſt, on any 
other ſolution, not a little ſtagger the beſt of mortals. 
« For all this I confidered in my heart even to declare all 
% this, that the righteous, and the wiſe, and their works, 
are in the hand of God: no man knoweth either love or 
0 hatred, by all that is before them—All things come alike 
« to all, there is one event to the righteous and to the 
% wicked ; to the good and to the clean, and to the un- 
« cleans to him that ſacrificeth, and to him that ſacrificeth 
« not: as is the good, ſo is the ſinner; and he that ſwear- 
„eth, as he that feareth an oath— This is an evil among 
% all things that are done under the. ſun, that there is one 
« event unto all.“ (Eccles. IX. 1, 2, 3-)—For though all 
have finned here, and are become obnoxious to divine an- 
get, yet not all equally ſo, by very perceptible great de- 
grees; befides many widely an particulars, known 
only between ourſelves and the 1nviſible beings, divinely 


commiſſioned as inſpectors over us. And whilſt the valu- 
ableneſs of the one, by their diligent cultivation. of the 
moral ſenſe, is ſo ineſtimable over that of the other, and 
the more extraordinarily now, as theſe days are more en- 
Hghtened,' yet, I ſay, that both ſhould be alike indulged, 
er alike afflicted, and the rain ſhould deſcend to the equal 

6 8 5 emolument 


e 


emolument of both, without any poſitive aſſurance, or ſen- 
fible indication, of the one being e pore rather than 


% the other ;“ evinces indeed, that God does not reſpet 
the perſons of men, though in ſuch an abſolute and ar- 
bitrary kind of ſenſe of the expreſſion, as, I think, can be 


no otherwiſe explained and underſtood, than by the fore- 


going hypotheſis. For elſe ſome, we know, cannot be 
well too much encouraged, whilſt others can hardly be 
overmuch beat down and baffled z as needful to give and 
288 in both, a due ſenſe of their conſtant and entire 
ependence on Providence, and extite and raiſe them u 
to a truly virtuous ſpirit, and the nobleſt pitch of thank- 
fulneſs and devout gratitude. —For 1 ſhould think, (with 
great deference may I argue) that were our treatment here, 
ſuch as had regard only to our preſent merits or demerits, 
there would no doubt ſure, be ſome diſcernible difference 
made, whilſt in the body; if not to give a merciful check 
to the hardened finner, yet to animate ſuch as carry on a 
continual warfare with carnal frailty, and keep hen, that 
they may be no further offenſive, than through inevitable 


nature and neceſſity. And likewiſe that we might not be 


left in ſuch conſtant ſurprize, at the divine Government not 
itſelf exemplifying, in a more conſpicuous and ſtated man- 
ner, by its own celetial miniſters 3 what Inſpiration ſeems 
to recommend to all þyuman Inſtitutions, (too capricious, 
impotent, heedleſs and ungodly, to do his will, or for fit- 

ting inſtruments of his juſtice, but of his wrath alone ;) as 
in juris-prudence needful, for the ſake of order and virtue, 
See Rom. Ch. XIII. 1 Per. II. 13, 14. And yet, though 
in ſome inſtances it muſt be by all acknowledged, that the 
hand of Providence is very viſible in the diTpoſal and events 
of things, in others he'is pleaſed to keep himſelf entirely 
undiſcoverable by us, and ſome that we are apt to flatter 
outſelves, might be of great moment too, For certainly, 
we might ſtill be governed by a more equal Providence 
(as our predeceſſors, the Jews, were once an inſtance o 
it,) yet without any way altering the terms of this preſent 
life, as a probationary one, or breaking in on the other, as 
finally — properly to reward and puniſn: And now that 
life and immortality are brought to light by the Goſpel,” 
ſo would this light become more irteſiſtibly ſtrong, by ſuch 
an anticipation and foretaſte, in temporal rewards, of the 
eternal ones which are to follow. And this too, in all dve 
reverence, one might ſuppoſe, the Chriſtian Diſpenſation 
more worthilv, ſthough 1 not mote neceſſarily,) mav 
ü . 2 | 
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ſeem to require and deſerve; adequately to promote the 
glory of God in bis word and works, and agreeably'to his 
Imptoving plan of nature. —For the very moral diſcipline, 
we ate here made ſubject to and exercifed under; (over 
and above the conſideration” of 'bodity, temporal ehaſtiſe- 
ments,) is likewife ſuch, in my judgment, as eſſentially 
characterizes his, a Life, greatly punitive : We being not 
any trained up in the virtnes, neceflary to fit us for a 
Rate of angelic bliſs 70 follow, this being ſeemingly the l- 
ti nate uſe of it; but of which the primary intent may be 
1 N to be, at the ſame time to try, and inure us to 
ſuch as have a manifeſt retroſpect, being of a ſtrictly penal 
nature. Such ate, of the firſt ſort, not only meekneſs and 
humility, forbearance and even love of enemies and all 
ſuch as directly tend to debaſe us, mortify and pull down 
our towering pride and earthly high-mindedneſe, and fub- 
due all corrupt paſſions; and make us to fix our affectiens 
on things above, (ſee The Guardian, No. 20, 21.) but at 
the ſame time, I fay, not to murmur or complain at moſt 
dteadful misfortunes, and fuch as are unaccountable upon 
any other ſuppoſition; patience in the denial of our moſt 
modeft and reaſonable requeſts,” or if granted, (as: it thus 
generally happens) yet being at ſome future time and in 
uch ſecret and indirect manner, as makes it almoſt imper- 
teptible to us; an abſolute ſubmiſſion "under-ſfachreroffes; 
perturbations and inward fore feelings, as ſeem to be no- 
thing Teſs than the inflictions of an angry Father; though 
without the leaſt ſenſe, or conſciouſneſs of the particular 
cauſe, or poſſibility of obtaining a true knowledge of it, 
whereby we might appeaſe him, and take direct meaſures 
to reſtore peace and tranquillity within: (For, Cand of all 
afflictions the greateſt to a fincerely good man, ] in ſome 
critical and nice points, 'tis hard for us, we are unworthy, 
to know what the will of the Lord is; and to be certain, 
whether he be angry or pleaſed, at what we do for the 
beſt 3 to have in ſome circumſtances,' a full underſtanding 
of gur perfect and indiſpenſible duty and proper rule of 
Actibn, to guide ys to a right choice in the performance of 
it; though r it carefully, - with much impor- 
ganjty, and e with tears.) The equal (if not greater) 
igkelicities and ſufferings, on the whole, of the beſt of men 
Tn, cgmmon with the Worſt, and their oftener difappoint- 


- 


ments ; and wilfol viblences done them 5 inſomuch that it 
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is imperceptible, or far from cettain to us, that any parti- 


cular regard is had to whatever we do or ſay, or that God 
. e | takes 
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takes copniſance of mens actions purely in the view of in- 
div iduals: (And this is the more ſurprizing, on account of 
the peculiar promiſes of the Goſpel, &y reaſon of the glory 
that iexcelleth 5 ſ as St. Paul ſpeaks of Chriſti ani ty] for if 
that which is dont ay DI be miniſtration of Condemnation] 
aas glorious, much: more [ſays he} that. Which. remaineth 
[rhe miniſtration of Rigbteouſueſs,] is, ar. ſhould be, glo- 
rious: And agreeably to the enlivening deſcriptions of the 
Goſpel times, through all antient prophecy.:)—— Theſe and 
innumerable ſuch inſtances ſerve to confirm in one, this 
idea of the preſent mixed ſtate of mortal nature. Thus 
there ariſes to the pious ſoul great anxiouſneſs and perſect 
forrow, ſrom a due ſenſe of his ignorance, weakneſs and 
failings. And ſometimes the more one ſtrives, the worſe it 
is, at times dne would leaſt expect it ſo; and amongſt the 
neareſt and deareſt relations, are ſuch miſeries moſt fre- 
vent and heavy too, as in inſtances, of commiſſeration and 
Niendatig-- Thus an afflicted virtuous and fingularly good 
man, the only true Hero of Chriſtian courage. and fortitude, 
ſeems,” as it were, ſupported on the point of a piercing 
ſpear, between eatth and heaven; like his crucified Sa- 
viour, in a wonderful manner, for a time, is ſeemingly the 
repud iatsd out- caſt to, and ſport of, both worlds, of Men 
and Devils! Ohl het a miſerable condition this l to be 
ſo qualified, as to be too heavenly-minded for the common 
converſe of fellow mortals, nay, as makes him the fool and 
mock of the huge Vulgar, and yet perhaps far ſhort; of 
what is needful'to procure a ſenfiblg communion with ſape- 
rior intellectual beings! What at preſent can he do! Let 
him caft about in his mind for relief, in his ſad diſtreſs and 
perplexity, however he will, ſtill, ſilence and an empty, 
dark void, is his cruel lot Like as Milton complains of his 
bodily, ſo is the eye of ſuch:an unhappy wretch's mind, in 
this caſe, by dim ſuffuſion veil'd, and only an uni- 
*:verſal blank of ſuper-natural works“ he finds; aud 
which is by impatience and reflection, but the more mag - 
niſied and enlarged to his imagination. No! all effotts are 
4ruitleſs; Not a whiſper: ever ſo ſearet ever ſo gentle, is 
permitted to him. (See Ja. XXX, 21.) No influence on 
the foul,” nor by day nor by night, to make it ſee particular 
doubts and ſoruples, in their right bolours. And as for 
Conſcience, tis frequently too uncertain, prejudiced, and 
zunduly tempered, is either too hard, or tender, to be alto- 
gether a proper conductot and ſure guide in ſuch nice caſes; 
and even het witneſs or aride e. Ac e 
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lied upon: But rather Reaſon, ſhould here take the right- 
hand of fellowſhip. (See p. 29.) And all this is the ra- 
ther ſurprizing, becauſe one might ſuppoſe, there would 
ſtill be a ſufficient, and indeed a more direct and pure, 
2 of virtue by the choice of the Will which it ſhall 
adhere to at laſt, aſter one is enabled abſolutely te diſtin- 
guiſh the right and wrong, 7 and evil, ſound reaſon 
and conſcience from groundleſs fear, prejudice, and ſuper- 
ſtition, in all-needful truths, ſaving knowledge, and re- 
ired inſtances of ' devout obedience. - But thus it too often 
85 it ſhould ſeem on any other plan,) is found to be; the 
ry beſt of men, the Faithful, and true Diſciples of our 
Lord, being left entirely to themſelves, deſtitute of a ſtea- 
dy, ſure and unerring ee any conſtant and infallible 
monitor, guide and director, and ſufficient light; to grovel 
and feel out their own way, and pore on thro' this gloomy 
and dangerous paſſage, in great fear and trembling. For 
furely the very nature of pure Probation, requires that mo- 
ral Agents ſhould be indulged with ſome plain and certain, 
ſtated Rule, whereby at all times to know their real ſtate 
and condition; and in what particulars they pleaſe. or diſ- 
Pleaſe. But where to find, this Rule, I profeſs, I know 
not ; whatever thoſe Gentlemen mean, who affect to talk 
ſo much about Grace, a by Faith alone, and 4/- 
furance, &. or notwithſtanding they may ſtill go on, thus 
toidelude themſelves and thouſands of others; and how- 
everithey are to anſwer for the horrid havock they make, 
by ſuch abominable Aſſurance and audacious: preſumption, 
us moſt ſeriouſly it · is , Io 
A p if this matter, of ſuch great importance to the 
World in general, be hereby cleared up to ſuitable, ſatis- 
faftion and uſefulneſs, without endangering the needful 
tenets of our holy faith, by a guilty addition thereto, or 
diminution from it; tis worthy of the higheſt acceptation 
of all men, as'a ſovereign remedy, fitted to the peculiar 
temper of each paſſive: and difordered ſoul; and may 
therefore too, ſerve for a healing Catholicon, 10 reſtore the 
ujet and eaſe of our mind, under ee operation. 
What other ſo ſure encouragement and exhilerating cordial, 
hath the virtuous to ſupport him amidſt temptations, violent 
aſſaults f and painful toils; and reconcile his doubts and 
s „ miſgiving 
+. ** Cemprations piritual, and violent aflaulty of the Devil” —l 
might here take occaſion to introduce, the ſurprizing caſe of the Demo - 
nian of old, and petions labouring under ſome kinds of nervous com- 
and | Paints, 
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BW 
miſgiving language from within, ſo as to induce/him at laſt 
to ſubmit to the will of God, with active and chearful re- 
ſolution, patience and religious. Ioyalty: As from a ſenſe 
of his being upon the aſcent ; and ſpeedy attainment to an 
everlaſting recovery, and an eternal weight of glory and 
reward? Or where elſe do we ſee the proper diſcourage- 
ments that the Bad meet with in a vicious courſe, to make 
them * turn again, and do the thing that is right and ſpeak 
« the truth from their hearts?“ In ſhort, what at preſenc 
do we diſcern between the righteous and the wicked 5 
« between him that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him 
«© not?” as the Prophet Malachi ſpeaks (Ch. III. 16, 17, 
18.) between the truly good, faithful and virtuous man, 
and him that liveth as without God in the world : For the 
one hath little, or nothing to hope in this world, the other 
as little to fear. But perhaps the particular time, 257 day. 
of this diſcriminating power, is not as yet returned, as he 
intimates; (comp. Acts III. 19, 20.) but, I hope, tis not 
far off, and that the Jewels of the Lord of hoſts, will 
ſpeedily ſhine out in ſurpaſſing luſtre. For even to the 
_ laſt gaſp, the peace which each enjoys, to all diſcernment 
ſeems nearly the ſame; in moſt inſtances now-a-days, as- 
much compoſedneſs appears in the one as the other, though 
their hopes and fears ought to bear no kind of proportion, 

or fimilitude. But the foregoing doctrine, which eems to. 
have ſome countenance from ſcripture, as' well as great 
ſupport from the experience of what paſſes within and. 
without, at home and abroad, conduces mainly to cauſe a 
conſcious filence and mental acquieſcence, and forcibly to 
| | | create 
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Plaints, and ſtrange fits, and inſuperable habits and panicks, blaſphe- 
mous thoughts and purterbed imaginations, at this time. The former, 
probably extraordinarily at that ſeaſon, given up to the open and free 
poſſeſſions of evil Spirits; that the bleſſed Meſſiah might diſplay the ſo- 
vereign dominion and power of God, delegated to bim, over their cruel 
tyranny '; and fignally expreſs his love to Man, and hatred to Devil“, 
and thereby confirm his veracity' to the world : The latter perbaps, 
„ ſuffered to be tempted, ſifted, buffered, and tormented, with the 
Thorn in the Fleſh,” by them, (as St. Paul was, 2 Cor. XII. 2. and 
which ſeems to have been the caſe of poor Job,) in s more ſecret man- 

mera, RY much leſs and diminiſhed degree. But the learned Reader, 

l, no doubt, excuſe a enlarging on this difficult ſubject, ad be much 
betier pleaſed with this very brief and reſerved way of intima ting m 
ſentiments about it ; which ſuch a great variety of ſcripture” paſſag 
ſeem well to countenance. (Compare  Zuke XXII. 31. 1 Cor. Ve 5. 
Gal. IV. 13, 14. and 1 Pet. V. 8. and with Fob I. 7. and Il. 2. N. 
LXXVIII. 49. Bible verſ. and Ephes. II. 2, 3.) 
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create n of offending, and further tempt- 
an indulge; t God, when we Poor, impotent, weak 
orta ls, are th — actusted by due ſenſe and reflec- 
tion. And ſeeing then there is room to hope inconceivable 


benefits, from 'a doctrine that can diſpel and obviate ſuch 


violent doubts and objections 3 and not only thereby prevent 
- withed from running into ſuch extremes, by cutting 

jort all rational and well grounded expectance of any more 
tryals or further means ot 'diſcipline, when once this pre- 
fent, ſo gentle and eaſy, is over, or efcaping if they neg- 
ect ſo great Salvation; but likewife to ſtir up the gobd, to 


an exefciſe of all religious duty much above a mediocrity, 


and confirm their faith and hope in futurity through all pre- 
fent oppoſition 3 it certanly merits moſt ſerious confidera- 
tion, amongſt all mankind, © ft es 
po iÞ , + +684: Bon Gi Bone out bid: 7 
AGAIN, as the laſt ſection was intended for an appeal 
4 principally to the teaſoning Moraliſt, ſo in this 1 
Mould think I may likewiſe apply with equal ſueceſs, to 
the feelings of the ſingle-hearted and fincere Saint, for the 


_ frath and confirmation of this fruitful pofirfon. Does not 


fach a one continually lament the ſad effects, produced by 
the Toad and heavy incumbranee of fleſh; he is here doomed 


td labout under? Which neceſſarily elogy'and depreſſes his 


riſing ſoul, in her beſt and ſtrenuous efforts; the moſt vigo- 
tous fall ies ſhe is yet capable of; and ſmears over her few 
=—_ intervals. This ſerves to call off, or diſtract, her 
much laboured attention; and render her fancied rapturous 
fights and ardent aſpirings, duly attempered with cordial 
Iode and reverent fear, comparativety but effete and lan- 


A guid. Here he affrighted, now ſurveys © a ſea of trou- 


blies; and feels © the thouſand natural Shocks, that 
e Fleſh is Heir to.” And when his daily Avocations 
require him to look out of himſelf, (where alone he enjoys 
the little calm and tranquillity he has allotted him,) into 
e wide ocean of the perturbid world; there to conſider: 

e deplotable ruin and great deſtruction; and ſee the few 

red tema int, of the ſhipwreck*'d Human Heart in ge- 
neral: How does this fet his own, ſo well fraught and 
preferved with watchfulneſb and care, inwardly to prieye 
Aan bleed !—To experience the jiſtneſs, of the holy Pfal- 


* 


wilt's pathetic and bitter complainings, in his LIIId Pſalm, | 
rough evety ran and profeſſion of people, that call for: . 
attend ance; and to know himſelſ linked neo =" 
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and afſt iction, and numbered with ſuch. Tranſgreſſors;“ 
Lo from which the,preſent ſtate, of things and its great emer- 
geneies in Society, and the duty of a good Citizen which 
| e owes to the publick will not ſuffer him to extricate him- 
| ſelf, or allow him ta. withdraw: To.have his ſoothing Me- 
ditations and ſecret workings of his devoted Soul, (deeply 
ſmitten with a Ray of God's placid benevolence, the bright 
outce of mercy, in that viſible and moſt exemplary expreſ- 
ſion of his Love, Chriſt Feſus ! ) ſo conſtantly interrupted 3 
and his earneſt applications for ſuch ſuitable grace and 
bleſſings, as the glory of the Father ſeems to ſtand engaged 
to give upon the word and honour of the Son, (ſee Zobn 
VIII. 32. XIV. 13, Sc.) not anſwered according to his 
very. meck and humble requeſts, nay ſeemingly perhaps 
ſometimes, as if denied with apparent marks of anger and 
diſguſt; and when the ſo near approach of the very laſt 
days of the. world, and. the quickening Promiſes. of the 
Word of Life, more ſtedfaſt than the heavens, incite him 
daily to hope and look for, ſome peculiar and diſtinguiſh- 
ing favours from above, in ſmall, but ſenſible reward for, 
and preſent encouragement to proceed in, ſo fteady a per- 
ſeverance;in well doing, and un wearied diligence in every 
* momentary and minute part of his entire duty! And though 
he hath veptured thus to expoſtulate with the Great God of 
wane and compaſſion, and to reaſon with bim, whilſt .ex+ 
ercifing pure abaſement of mind, and having entire ſub- 
miſſion to the Divine will and pleaſure in ſure reſerve, 
with a perfect ſenſe of his own unworthineſs: Yea even 
Rriving with bim from the very bottom of his ſoul, by ex- 
_ erting all the ſtrength, faculties and powers of it.; but yet 
in the full enj»yment of that temper of mind, which feels 
a conſciouſneſs of the moſt humble boldneſs, earneſt, faith- 
ful and devout affection, drawing near. unto. Him with: a 
true heart in full aſſarance of faith: And at the ſame time, 
utterly: void of every the leaſt taint of the haughty, unjuſti- 
 fying Self-ſufficiency of the proud Phariſee : Though his 
; ſpirit, go out to meet the Lord, in humble, pious and de- 
vout meditation; though he ſhould ſeek the Lord, if 
« haply, he might feel aſter him and find him, though He 
be not far from every one of us“ —Tet can he not I ſay, . 
perceiye any.ſuitable and adequate acceptance with Him, 
any immediate and ſenſible return. Canſt thou by ſeareh- 
Ving find out Cod : Canſt thou find out we lar ehre up 7 
2 do 2 
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«« Rerie tn, Ir js as high ax heavgn, What canſt thou 
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te thereof is longer than the earth, and broader than the 
* ſea!” - May I not preſume to ſay, ſure then no ſuch per- 
ſon can chooſe but be uneaſy, till relieved from a doubtful 
ſtate of mind, (when thus ſuſpended between hope and 
ar,) by ſome fayourable aſſurance that his prayets are 
come up before God, and accepted for a Wade with him. 
And that his heart ſtandeth ſure, this very anxiety fully 
confirmeth and clearly announceth it; therefore this con- 
ſciouſneſs of his fincerity, ſhould make the former of theſe 
regulating qualities, hope, to preponderate in his breaſt 
with unſhaken faith. And let him conſider, that to pro- 
duce this godly emotion and holy ſorrow, is, perhaps, the 
very defign of this hard tryal, in with-holding the accepted 
requeſt of his lipsz which will not fail in Tos ſeaſon, to 
induee God to ſhew forth ſome tokens of good, in this choſen 
veſſel of his love ; for we have juſt reaſon to conclude, that 
there is undoubtedly'an univerſal tendency to our happineſs 
and God's own glory—And no doubt can be made, but that 
very many of the precepts, admonitions and promiſes, re- 
corded in the Goſpel, were peculiatly and perſonally di- 
rected to the Apoſtles and Diſciples 7hemſelves for their 
fingular uſe and benefit, as ſore experience for ſeventeen 
hundred Years hath now fully atteſted to 26. And this is 
the only means, whereby to explain and account for this 
difficult and heavy charge, bearing ſo hard againſt Chriſt's 
Religion. And this, it dues highly import all modeſt, ſi n- 
cere and pious Chriſtians, to endeavour to diſtinguiſh, for 
the peace and quiet of their own breaſts— And therefore, 
let all ſuch reſolve theſe ſeeming inconfiſtencies, into the 
good will and ark of the Almighty. For we ought not 
raſhly to accuſe the bleed Saviour, with forgetfulneſs, or 
breach, of his promiſe of ſending the Holy Ghoſt, fince 
there is moſt reaſon to ſuppoſe rheſe peculiar promiſes, 
were intended only to ſerve the peculiar neceſſities of the 
| 57 Age, that grand Period of the Jewiſh and Eta of 
the Chriſtian ſtates,” Lets. e nel | 
Tux ſecret purpoſes and divine counſels of God, are in 
Proportion the more ſublimely wiſe, glorious and awful, as 
they are unſearchable and myſterious to us: And the ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings and benefits which he thereby worketh to 
our ſouls, cannot be eafily and quickly perceptible, to the 
cirevmſcribed eye of our reafon, whilſt ia the fleſh ; but 
yer is tog apr to incline frail and petul ant creatures, to think 
raſtily and - gas, of him. Hete then we plainly detect 
the lurking pride, in the beſt of human hearts; 47910 
8 : 3 makes 
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makes them ſet too great a value, on their moſt meritorious 
deeds; and blinds them from diſcerning, that God's ways 
are not at all times as our ways 5 and think to reduce hea- 
venly Wiſdom, adorable Truths and ſacred Myſteries, to 
the low ſtandard of earthly arbitrement and mortal pene- 
tration, To apprehend, and pull out this moſt cunning and 
* cruel. traitreſs, from her inmoſt receſſes ; this voracious Ser- 
pent, that will devour the very vitals of religion; and en- 
tirely to eradicate this original and deep root of ſin, the 
rankeſt of all weeds, hollow, towering, poiſonous Pride, 
from its native, luxuriant and warm ſoil, in every ones - 
breaſt; will require all the pains and unwearied applica- 
tion of our whole lives or it is the moſt impregnable 
Barrier that can be ſet up, to ſtop the ingreſs and poſſeſſion 
of all religious principle; being the directly oppoſite to 
the true and lovely characteriz ing ſpirit of Humility, fince 
the want of a right ſenſe of our own real vileneſs and ab- 
ſolute worthleflneſs, in the eye of an infinitely pure and 
all- perfect Being, is the grand imperfection, the Great Ac- 
cuſation, of human nature My Son, glorify thy Soul in 
« meekneſs, and give it Honour according to the Dignity 
« thereof ( Fcclus. X. 28.) This is the very foundation 
Stone of all true Religion; the firſt of all the heavenly 
Graces, that can adorn The Chriſtian— 

Soon feelings and experiences as theſe, I ſay, are ſome 
of the colourings, which ſeem to throw that ſhade and 
gloomy caſt on the preſent Life; as have occaſioned the 
above cautious judgment, in regard to this moving picture 
of our preſent Habitation and law placed Abode, in this 
%% Vale of teats and miſery.** But nevertheleſs, always 
remembering ourſelves as ſtill in the Milderneſs, not yet 
arrived at the Land of Promiſe *; (or rather in that period 

. 3 3 
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* But you may object, that it doth not any thing - like come up to 
the ſuppoſed SIPS: For the Iſraelites then, were under the protection 
and guidance of a conſtantly encreaſing ſeries of moſt wonderful and 
glorious miracles ; yes even to ſuch profuſion, as to produce all the 
- culiar ill effects, that extremes in every thing naturally will, and far 

more eſpecially in this extraordinary caſe: But very much on the con- 
trary the world now ſeems for ſeventeen hundred years, to have been de- 
ſerted and forſaken by all the hoſts of heaven, and Mankind left rather 
in che other extreme, quite abandoned and forlorn flaves to ignorance, 
| Ei appetite and paſſion, with nothing but poor unaſſiſted reaſon 

r ſupport, very ill qualified to appeaſe and 1atisfy their juſt murmurs, . 
humble complaints, pious fears, doubts, &c. nor can ** find Grace to 
help in time of need.” And therefore the preſent condition of things 
ih world, ſeems to bear a more juſt reſemblance to the following ſup- 
tion. ; ; | 
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of the Chtiſtian ſtate, between the Captivity under anti- 
chriſtian Babylon and the laſt Ad vent of Meſſiah The Prince, 
into the magnificent temple of the New Jeruſalem; which 
correſponds with the ſame long ſpace in the Jewiſh ſtate, 
bearing the en Sgt 2 and complexion, as when 
the moſt glorious privileges enjoyed under the firſt temple 
were withdrawn during the continuance of the ſecond ;) ye 
ſhould, © My Brethren, count it all joy, when ye fall into 
« diverſe temptations 3 knowing this, that the trying of 
„your Faith worketh Patience. (See Deut. VIII. 2.) And 
% let Patience have her perfect work, that ye may be per- 
* fe and entire wanting nothing“ (Fam. I. 2, 3, 4. And 
to ſuch as theſe, let me recommend the diligent peruſal of 
this whole Chapter, and compared with 2 Pet. I) And 
under ſuch a ſenſe and apprehenſion of things in the world, 
as is here ſuppoſed, we have moſt unqueſtionably, all the 
reaſon imaginable to acquieſce, in God's wiſe diſpenſations 
and good providence towards us, tho? to us they might ſeem 
ever ſo exceedingly rigid and ſevere, who certainly know- 
eth beſt what to do 2077h his own ; with the utmoſt ſubmiſ- 
ſion, and hearty reſignation, and moſt abſolute patience : 
« For God refifteth the proud, but giveth grace to the 
% humble.” And we may hase firm confidence, that he 
who 1s able to do exceeding abundantly more than we can 
ask ot think, doth, what muſt in the end, moſtly redound 
to his own honour ; for ſhall not the great Arbiter and Judge 
of all the earth, do right! and that a ſteady perſeverance 
in ſuch a meek deportment, on our parts, as is the diſtin- 
guiſhing charaReriſtic of . an Iſraelite indeed in whom is 
* no guile, and a patient continuance in well-dcing, will 
not fail to work out for us, a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory, even till we ſhall be repleniſhed and 
filled with all the ſulneſs of God! Amrtn. (See Spet7. 
No 571. Weep . 22 85 5 

| iar the fervent prayer of the righteous, availeth lit- 
tle; is not effectual, neither piercerh it the clouds; nor 
doth be now know, #if rhere be any Holy Ghoſt, or however, 
Who he is; and therefgre God may be ſaid, to have © made 
« darkneſs his ſecret . and thick clouds to cover him,“ 
with more propriety now for ages, than in the royal Pſal- 
miſt's days: No doubt, this ſeeming partiality to the feed. 
of Abraham till the Captivity, in an eminent manner, and 
not reviving and continuing the like intercourſe and fami- 
Harity with the Chriſtians, and according to promiſe too; 
but rather, giving room for the uncomfortable e | 
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of His entire abſence and neglect; is the true original 
ſource of the prevailing ſcepticiſm and infidelity, that ſo 
ſadly riot amongſt us: And which in this prejudiced view, 
bears an unaccountable gloomy aſpect. For as he does not 
prove to be the hearer of prayer, hence they are eaſily, 
and almoſt neceſſarily indeed, diſpoſed to believe; that 
either he hath no regard at all for us, and then our beſt en- 
deavours to pleaſe him will be fruitleſs 5 or elſe, that he 
is reſolved to ſave us at any rate, and our concurrence is 
needleſs: The former of which ſuppoſitions, is perfectly 
humiliating, and ſets before our eyes 1n full view, our own 


worthleſſneſs; the latter of them, excites in us the ſtrongeſt 


imagination of nur ineſtimable value, in his fight; as if 
God's own glory and happineſs, were affected by, or in 
great meaſure depended on, our eternal ſtate and condition, 
Theſe are therefore very dangerous extremes of ſentiment, 
the one encouraging the higheſt degree of diabolical pride, 
the other the loweſt pitch of unmanly as rm» and 
have ever been the foundation of all impoſture, falſehood 
and delvfion, that have enſlaved the world to this very 
day; and both are full of blaſphemous detraftion, rob G. 

of the honour due unto his name; and are a flagrant re- 
viling of his divine rectitude, and ſupreme government 
over us. But "iis entitely- owing to the falſe medium of 
their ownicloudy imagination; the dazzling and tremor of 
a diſtempered eye, or impatient and proud ſpirit, through 
a ſcanty and mean notion of things—God having conſtantly 
proportioned his gifts and bleſſings, to the wants and occa- 


| ſions of his creatures, in ſtrict conſi ſteney with his own at- 


tributes, through all the improving ſtages of religion. To 
perfect which, is the grand object that all his manifold con- 
deſcenſions have tended towards, withovt any reſpect to in- 


_  dividuals, as ſuch, or to one people in contempt, prejudice' 


and ruin of another. But let it, in all fairneſs and can- 
dour, be on the other hand obſerved, That as God hath 
nurtured and ſupported, directed and protected, his Church 
formerly, with an immediate out-ſtretched arm, ſo he hath 
as inſtantly laid his heavy hand on the wicked and ungodly 
members of it, to puniſh for their evil deeds ; as abundance 
of inſtances and ſad examples in holy wrz?r, ſuffice to ſhew :' 
For as is his love and metcy in the one general and grand 
Cauſe, conſpicuous and immediate, ſo is his wrath and re- 


ſentment againſt rebellious and apoſtatizing individuals, 
ptoportionably the more direct and pofitive. This care of 


his Church being that of a kind Far ber, beating all along; 
| | " 
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à near parallel and conformity to the nouriſhment, tuition, 
diſciphne and inſtruction, of a pious and diſcreet parent 
over his offspring, in the three grand ſtages of human life, 
infancy, puberty, and manhood : To the laſt of which, the 
prefent condition of the Church bears exact ſimilitude 5 
and therefore, tis an inſtance of conſummate wiſdom as 
well as affection, to prove her, in the main, by the uſe of 
Rrong meat, inſtead ol milk; (Heb. V. and laſt verſe) and 
now fince the ſtanding clear revelation by his Son, ſhe may 
reaſonably be left to her own management and conduct, not 
needing ſo viſible and extraordinary a providence, as here- 
tofore, the former being given to us in lieu of, and 
exchange for the latter. Now therefore muſt we fulfil the 
Apoſtle's ſtri charge to his Corinthian Chriſtians (ſee firſt 
Epiſt. laſt Chap. 13, 14.) And thus this, and indeed all 
objeQions to the divine Government, of the raſh Pyrrhoniſts 
and d iſtracted Infidels, are eafily obviated, and ſuch 
ſtrange (to them) phenomena clearly accounted for, being 
underſtood by the beauteous ſymmetry, grand œcono my, 
wonderful conftitution, N decorum, and proper ana- 
Jogy diſcoverable through all Nature; (Comp. Rom. I. 16. 
ad fin.) as is already begun to be demonſtrated by this ex- 
cellent Rule, and yet a little while, it will perfectly work 
about their eternal ſhame and confuſion 3 there being indiſ- 
putably a ſettled harmony, between the moral and natural 
worlds, as every day's experienee with right application of 
talents, would eaſily point out to an unprejudiced under- 
ſtanding 5 Wo 21 a . 
„ Analogy, Man's ſureſt Guide below— 
Thus tar, all Nature calls on thy Belief!” 
| NICHT THoOvuGHTS. 
Bur at laſt, what can ſuch poor, mean Wretches, as the 

very beſt of us, expect, { ernatural ; when we find even 
the bleſſed Son of God himſelf, whilſt in the greateſt 
need, and extremity of ſuffering-Nature, bitterly crvin 
out, and poſitively bemoaning, an unexpected dereliction 
of his Father! Oh! was ever ſorrow like unto the ſorrow 
of Him, Who knew no fin, neither was guile found in 
* his mouth! Multitudes of things of this nature, are 
there, much plainer to be ſelt than deſcribed, that ex abun- 
danti make to the Premiſes contended for; abundance of 

range rubs in this life, which coritinually admoniſh us of 
their certainty. The loud voice, obvious and encouraging 
doctrine, of this our experienced, ignorance, dubiouſneſs 

and fears, in ſuch eſſential concernments, is, the evident 


need 


1 
need of a yet more clear and perfect Revelation, an ever - 
laſting Goſpel, to enlighten and prepare good men for the 
Kingdom of Righteouſneſs, in the near approaching miliex- 
nial State.—But to return 7! „9 
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I Think the ſappoſition of our prior exiſtence, and aſto- 
niſhing lapſe or fall, does therefore greatly aid us in un- 
ravelling the perplexities of Predeſtination, and explain- 
ing that doctrine that many charge ſo heavily, and there- 
fore with the higheſt raſhneſs and impiety, on Providence, 
as preceding our demerits; for this is hereby (and hereby 
only perhaps) proved to be quite groundleſs and falſe, and 
thus aſſiſteth, or leadeth to a plaufible (at leaſt) juſtification 
thereof. For tho* Predeſtination, ancondi tional, in its moſt 
abſolute ſenſe, cannot perhaps be clearly. and poſitively 
| ſupported by it and evidently accounted for, yet on that 
ſuppoſition, the mind is further ſatisfied concerning it; and 
from this new light let in upon it, induced to acquieſce un- 
der an acknowledgment of the truth of the doctrine and 
reaſonableneſs thereof, free from all unwarranted and fooliſh 
extremes of ſuperſtitious entanglements, in ſuch degree as 
is ſuitable to and conſequently of, our behaviour in that 
Prior ſtate, to a defignation here (and here only abſolutely) 
either to good or bad; to a much more eaſy, or hard allot- 
ment of penal ſufferings for che paſt, and tryal accordingly 
for hereafter 3 and therefore is it in a ſtrict ſenſe, rightly 
ſaid to be paſſed upon us previous to our birth : At the ſame 
time, without prejudicing our hopes and expectations in a 
Future one, arifing from a greater care and eireumſpection 
* to Walk humbly before God” in hi, life of final tryal; 
and is indeed, an excellent excitement and motive.thereto. 
See St. Paul's manner of reaſoning on this amazing Topic, 
with the Romans, Ch. IX, X, XI. eſpecially the iſt and 
Tith verſe ef ſe. where he expreſsly a a us, that God's 
Choice and Election is made by His own Nill, though in 
confiſtency with is Mercy, Juſtice and Truth, before we 
are born, having made this the rule thereof amongſt his 
guilty creatures and not 'aſterwards, according to our 
works f—— I ö think it is now. then, fully proved to be an 
Opinion highly aſſiſting and uſeful, to ſuppreſs our murmurs 
and complaints at the preſent ſtate of things; to reconcile 
* 1 | $79 8 - FIST I v1 - us 
FT A to this, tee Gen. XXV. 23. John IX. 2, 3 Gal. I. 18. like wite 
Jude IV. — And will not this conception of che matter, juſtity rhe pre- 
lent tranſlation of, 2 Jim. I. 9. Tie. I. 2? 
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us to the thought of God's moral government over us, thro? 
our entire exiſtence ; and effectually fo, to filence the te- 
dious altercations and cavils, at the wonderous conftitution 
- of Nature and complicated ſyſtem of beings, we experience 
in this world; that God may be juſtified in his ſaying, and 
clear when he is judged ! And indeed, I think, the greateſt 
inſufficiency of this Suppoſition, now pleaded for an allow- 
ance of, towards quite obviating and removing all theſe 
difficulties and embarraſments 3 and determining the pre ot 
variety of opinions and ſad contentions, that have hitherto 8 
diſtracted the Church through all ages; as well as philoſo- 
bical diſquifitions, concerning the nature of the human 
ul; Is chiefly owing to its not being plainly revealed in 
Scripture, and therefore not poſitively to be aſſerted and 
entirely concluded upon—But this muſt be reſolved, into the 
infinite pleaſure and wiſdom of the Almighty ? 
THAT the Sin of the leaft offending of all the lapſed 
Spirits may have been ſo vile, that a reſtitution on almoſt 
any ſevere terms, much more on the preſent eaſy ones, to an 
utterly forfeited, eternal, perfect ſtate of Bliſs and Glory; 
ſhould make us look on the great miſeries of this ſhort lite, 
as diminutive and momentaty. This too gives one an ex- 
alted Idea of the Original perfection, ſpotleſs purity, and 
ſurpaſſing excellence, of all God's handy works, at their 
primitive Creation, and eſpecially all Spiritual Beings, 
159 more immediately derived from Him, at their primeval 
9 production; and clears up all the doubts and difficulties in | 
our attempts to account for the Fall of Adam, our great Pa- 
rent; and of the Origin of evil, from one man's tranſgreſ- 
'fion derived on all his miſerable. poſterity——For that this 
world is a place of real puniſhment, purpoſely fitted for 
affliction as well as moral document; every one's own ex- 
rience; will be apt daily to admofiiſh, him: And how all 
ank ind (in any ſenſe) could fall in Adam, and are there» 
by made obnogtous to the reſentment due for his fingle 
wanſgreſſion ; cannot be otherwiſe. ſo. esſily accounted for 
and juſtified, as by imagining an intercourſe and eombina- 
f tion amongſt the Souls of Men, prior to this our preſent: 
l ſtate 5 when the relation and union between them was much 
— 14 more intimate and ind iſſoluble, than We can well conceive 
in our nod broken, ſeparated and diſtracted condition. But 
=. by conceiving, that by one Man, fin thus entered into the 
| «world, and death thereby, it ſeems a little to illuſtrate 
| Rom. V. 12,-——{(See Margin, and compare Heb, VII. 9, 
10.) — But what or whence could be this ſo amazingly. 
: gan | powerful 
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powerful and forcible Menſiruum, the Original Sin ſtrictly 


ſpeaking, that excited this ſad ferment and ſeparation, till 
the precious Balſam of our dear Saviour's Blood, was poured 
out to allay it and conſolidate all again, (ſome ſooner and 


perhaps ſome later in the deep periods of an Eternity ;) it 


may be very uncertain to conjecture about. Some act of 
Pride and Falſe hood it ſeems to have been, in Satan him- 
ſelf at leaſt: And we may be ſure it was ſuch, in them 
that did not exceed all poſſible room for pity, that kept 


Within ſome degree of it, as yet neceſſitated the Almighty 


out of pure wiſdom and goodneſs, to clothe, burden and 
load lapſed Spirits with earthly Bodies, as beſt adapted 
and fitted to their fall'n corrupted temper, condition and 
nature of their guilt : As the only method left, by which 


at once to Puniſo for the paſt, and to humble, prove and re- 


pair them for the future: That we might ** through the 
« Spirit mortify the deeds of the Fleſh, and ſo the more 


expeditiouſly, ** be renewed in the ſpirit of our minds and 


© be again made perfect thro' ſufferings 3** and thus bring 


back that honour and glory to the bleſſed Creator, which, 


we have baſely robbed him of, that nothing be loſt in the 
end. And accordingly we find Pride, the moſt predomi- 
nant vice, ſo deeply tooted in the human temper, and till 
deſperately tyrannizing over our fallen nature ; by conſtant. 
ly exciting us to rebel and tranſgreſs againſt the holy, juſt 


and good commandment and law of God. This therefore 


ſeems to be a fin, of all others moſt likely an original, as 
it is plainly the greateſt and moſt comprehenſive of all we 
know of or can conceive, to Which every other muſt be re- 
duced, or is rather the fruitful ſource of them all. It there- 
fore pleaſed God of his wiſdom and metcy, to ſend his Son 
into the world to redeem the world; and there to reproach 


and vilify the ſenſeleſs arrogancy of the human heart, and 


afford us an illuftrious pattern of the greateſt condeſcenfion 
and pure angelick meekneſs, by his taking upon himſelf 
our degraded Nature amongſt the loweſt rank of men, and 
thereby reſtoring it to its native moral dignity and grandure, 
oh! how infinitely excelling, all that the ſuperior orders 
and higher ſtations in the world, altogether, have ſo vainly 
to boaſt of, merely on account of their remoteſt lineal An- 
cientry and uninterrupted pompous Pedigree ! For hence 


we eaſily and aſſuredly eſtimate, what is the moſt auguſt. 
honour and royal magnificence of proud Carnality, in this 


low and tranſitory condition of things: viz. perfect vanity 
and nothing worth; nay perfectly brutifying, without“ the 
" „ ornament 


1 3 


et ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, the hidden man of 
the heart, which is in the fight of God of great price“ 
indeed; and which alone can at laſt advance us, „to 
« crowns of an exceeding and eternal weight of glory.''— 
Theſe we muſt confeſs, are perfectly humiliating ſenti- 
ments; and yet at the ſame time, utterly deprive us of 
every poſſible reaſon for repining, or complaint. And in 
God's holy word and providence, we may find ſufficient 
encouragement to raife the mind, ſuperior to all the fears 
and terrors that this reflection may at firſt occaſion, or can 
at laſt fix therein when maturely attended to. And a due 
ſenfe of this matter viewed in the light here meekly offer- 
ed, cannot fail to touch deeply the godlike paſſions and af- 
fections of every worthy Soul, and fill it with the moſt fin- 
cere reſignation and unfeigned gratitude ! And what viola- 
tion is there then of God's Attributes, or the conſtitution 
and pious inclinations of men's Souls; in thus conſidering 
them as part of the Fallen- Angels? For 1 ſhould be very 
ſorry to perfiſt in maintaining, or encouraging any opinion, 
that does in the leaſt derogate from the honour of God, the 
excellency of his divine and holy Laws, or the glory of his 
Works— | | 
Bur on the contrary, I think, this ſuppoſition of our 
original Perfectneſs in native celeſtial regions, quite anni- 
hilates that main complaint of the want of it, urged againſt 
the preſent temporal ſyſtem and conſtitution of things, in 
this ſtate of nature. And over and above the juſt propriety 
there is, in God's arbitrary diſpoſal of his own Creatures, 
as of old hath been rightly argued ; is demonſtrates every 
| favour we now experience, to be the pure effect of his own 
eſſential goodneſs and benigniry, is quite tranſcendent, fince 
we by actual forfeiture, are abſolutely eſtopped from every 
the leaſt plea or pretence of right and title to them; and 
of conſequence, moſt neceſſarily demands our reverential 
Jear and love of Him, in an eminent degree: Entirely 
diſſipates the charge of abſurdity, in the preſent method 
« of government by puniſhments, as an awkward, round- 
«© about method of carrying things on, nay, as contrary to 
a principal purpoſe, for which it ſhould be * 
«© creatures were made, namely, Happineſs: And like- 
wiſe, that we are not propelled by a divine impulſe, or ex- 
traordinary extention of mercy, ovetbearing our wills, al- 
«© ways to do what is right and moſt conducive to happi- 
«© neſs: And thus reconciles us to an abſolute probationary 
ſtate, as now become needful and expedient, thro' God's 
| | grace, 


1 
grace, agreeably to this hypothefis—(ſee Dr. BuTLER's 
. Analogy Introd. paſſim.) This for ought we can tell, was 
the particular, wiſe and good Principle, which diſpoſed 
& the author of nature, to make different kinds and orders 
© of creatures ; diſpoſed him alſo, to place creatures of 
&« like kinds, in different fituations: And that the ſame 
„ principle which diſpoſed him to make creatures of dif- 
„% ferent moral capacities, diſpoſed him alſo to place crea- 
tures of like moral capacities in different religious fitua- 
tions; and even tae ſame creatures, in different periods 
0% of their being. And the account or reaſon of this, is alſo 


© moſt probably the account, why the conſtitution of things 


“js ſuch, as that creatures of moral natures or capacities, 
% for a conſiderable part of that duration in which they are 
& living Agents, are not at all ſubjects of morality and re- 
& ligion; but grow up to be ſo, and grow up to be ſo more 
and more, gradually from childhood to mature age.” 
And in the next paragraph, he adds; our preſent ſtate 
* may poſſibly be the conſequence of ſomewhat paſt, which 
«© e are wholly ignorant of; as it has a reference to ſome- 
% what 70 come, of which we know ſcarce any more than 
“ 1$-necefliry for ee ien ibid Part II. Ch. VI.)— 
Poſſibly, the entire ſcheme of Creation in The Beginning, 
the eternal government of God over inferior moral Agents, 
if not over ſome of our degraded Superiors, and his good 
Providence extending over all his Creatures, and thus em- 


bracing the whole of his works of nature in Mercy, accord- 


ing to the preſent ſyſtem, might hence take riſe in time; 
and ſeems more probably founded on this modeſt ſuppoſi- 
tion, of an aſtoniſhing defection from original and more 
godlike perfectneſs, through all ranks of beings, whilſt in 
exc regions of his immediate bright preſence, and thereby 
ecome exiles for a proportionate but ſhort time, in this not 
diſagreeable though earthly place of baniſhment, than in 
| any other neceſſary cauſe yet diſcovered to the ſons of men. 
And though it may tranſcend our preſent feeble reaſoning 
powers, ever perfectly to reconcile theſe ſeeming inconſiſt- 
encies with unerring Wiſdom, and divine Goodneſs and 
Perfection; yet at the ſame time let me obſerve, that the 
permiſſion of Evil and abounding of Tniquity, ſubſerve the 
ood purpoſe of being an infallible Teſtimony of Feſus, that 
Fe was full of the Spirit of Prophecy, as we learn from 

Matt. XXIV. 12, 13,—— HY 
Such'and fo great is the uſe of this doctrine, I have ſo 
ſanguinely urged; And _=_ ſo long dwelt upon, perhaps 
8 2 | — 8 
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in too prolix and tedious a manner, becauſe it ſeems to me, 
(with all due ſubmiſſion to the good and learned,) to widen: 
our eomprehenſion of God's providence over us; and to 
be the moſt comfortable, conſiſtent and adequate, to the 
much wiſhed-for determination in theſe momentous and in- 
tereſting concerns, connected with it, of any Hypot he ſis 1 
have as yet ever met with. We hereby ſeem to obtain a 
more ſatisfactory and approveable infight, into the preſent 
di vine Diſpenſations and unerring rule of God's providence 
over us, than neceſſarily to aſcribe them, to the mere arbi- 
trary will and pleaſure of God, as being the Author and 
Proprietor of all things and Diſpoſer of all events. It is 
more juſt to reſolve them, into our own actual demerits and 
abſolute forfeiture. And this renders the ſuper-abounding 
Grace of God to loſt Creatures, very conſpicuous, bright 
and glorious. For he is righteous in all his ways; and his 
mercy is over all his works, We can now no longer reply 
againſt God. All poſſible complaints muſt be filenced for 
ever, As this notion and view of preſent things, moſt 
clearly vindicates and eminently exalts his wiſdom and 


equity and goodneſs, and this in a way, ſuited to a nearer 


conformity with our conceptions, underſtandings and feel- 
ings. And on the whole then of this ſuppofition, there 
ariſes this very intereſting reflection. That fince it plainly 
appears from beginning to the end of Scripture, to be as St. 
Paul has informed us, we wreſtle not againſt fleſh and blood, 
but againſt principalities, powers, againſt the rulers of the 
darkneſs of this world, and ſpiritual wickedneſs in high 
places; what an open I ſay, is here, on the one fide, for 
mercy to be a, pe to frail Mortality, and on the part of 
the poor ſorrowful criminal, what grounds of joyous hope 
and expectation of it through the boundleſs mercy of our 
heavenly Father ! And it even ſeems to throw a peculiar ' 
Juſtre, on the wonderous myſtery and divine ſcheme of 
Redemption, when contemplated according to this very ex- 
tenfive ſyſtem. And thus I humbly think, is not quite void 
of internal Marks, of its truth and genuineſs. And if it 
appears no way prejudicial, in any reſpect I am not aware 
of; I hope my weak, but charitable endeavours herein, 
will be well received by all brother-Chriſtians. But I will 
pray with the Pſalmiſt, . Let not them that truſt in Thee, 


* Lord God of hoſts, be aſhamed for my cauſe, let not 


% thoſe that ſeek Thee, be confounded through me, O 
« Lord God of Iſrael.— | 
| Tnovcn 
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THroven 2 Mankind, were vaſtly ſhort of being 
the moſt guilty part of the Apoſtate Spirits, yet to think 
they were in any meaſure ſo, in ſuch a perfect ſtate which 
they then enjoyed; is affrighting to think of! But as they 
might be of the lower degrees among thoſe, at firſt, happy 7 
Beings, and therefore the moſt likely for Satan to have re- * 
courſe to, as more eaſily to be prevailed with to enliſt a- 
mongſt his grand rebellious Troops; it affords a ſmall all ay. : | 
in this ſad reflection. And moſt probably, they can never 12 
be in the like danger any more, as the utter expulſion of 1 
this wicked Prince and the Chiefs of his Angels out of il 
Heaven, continuing; will be an ever-during remembrance i 
of it, and an effeQtual caution for ever and ever, if we al- 11 
low a poſſibility of lapfing again from that perfect ſtate. | 
But far above all, will the inſcrutible Myſtery of the In- | 
carnation, Sufferings, and Death of the bleſſed Redeemer, 
and the glorious Exaltation of the Lamb of God to the | 
Right-hand of The Father, be an everlaſting Memento be- 1 
fore our eyes, moſt perfectly to ſecure our eternal ſafety 3 - # 
engage our endleſs thankſgiving and high applauſe 3 and q 
ever ſerve as a well-pleafing ſubject, worthy the inſpection 
and ſearch, deep into, of all the Hoſts of Heaven ! (ſee 1 
Rev. XXII. 3, 4, 5.) And on the whole, from this view 4 
of the matter and conſideration of the ſtate of Grace, un- 1 
der our princely Redeemer and moſt potent Deliverer, there # 
is the higheſt room to preſume 3 that ſuch as ſhall “ be 1 
« found faithful unto death, unblameable in holineſs before 1 
*© God, at the coming of our Lord Feſus Chriſt,“ will like 
Him, the Great Example and Shadow of heavenly things, Fi 
be (as he was moſt expreſsly, as revelation teaches us to | 
believe) exalted, to far higher ſeats of glory and bliſs, at | 
His right-hand in the heavens, than were thoſe from which | 
we have fallen, and as an actual reward for this perſe- Tk 4 
verance in the good fight of Faith, Wherefore, (to uſe the 
ſuitable and very animating reaſoning of the Author to the 
Heb. XII. 1, 2.) “ ſeeing we alſo are compaſſed about 
«© with ſo great a cloud of witneſſes, let us lay aſide every 
© weight, and the fin that doth ſo eafily beſet us, and let 
us run with patience, the race that is ſet before us, look- 
« ing unto J7eſus, the author and finiſher of our faith; who 
« for the joy that was ſet before him, endured the croſs de- 
" prong the ſhame, and is ſet down at the right-hand of 
the throne of God,'*— 

Now then at laſt, to ſum up my refleQions on this head, 
I will extract from the Rhapſody, a ſort of parallel the _ 
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thor has drawn in P. 40. between theſe ſuppoſed Confede- 
rates in rebellion, As he obſerves, © Their cataſtrophe 
& ſeems connected with ours; They are our Neighbuurs ; 
& their Chief is the Prince of the Air; and their inter- 
* coutſe with us, is too notorious; their doom waits till we 


« are ready, for they are reſerved in everlaſting Chains un- 


« der darkneſs, unto the Judgment of the Great Day: 
© Their Sentence too ſeems the ſame date with ours, for 
« thus it runs——* Becauſe thou haſt done this, thou art 
« curſed,” that is, for tempting Eve. Such /criptur al 
notices and accounts in concurrence with obſervation and 
experience, make the Thought appear perfectly natural; I 
had almoſt ſaid, irrefiſtible—And there is certainly more 
than mere Human frailty, in all the enormous atrocities and 
moſt deſperate violations, we ſee perpetrated among men 
on the earth; we cannot heſitate ſcarcely a moment, to 
. this a taint of Diaboliſm.— And here I will beg 

ave to add — That by this new Light, in my opinion, the 


relation between, and the proper meaning and Objects of, 


thoſe two very remarkable paſſages Matt. XIX. 28, 29. 
and 1 Cor. VI. 2, 3. may be eaſily diſcovered; and which 
ſeem to reflect ſtrong rays upon the foregoing uſeful doc- 
trine : And thus, that otherwiſe extremely difficult and 
wonderful piece of Information of the Apoſtle, will be ex- 
plained, by the glorious Promiſe of his very generous Maſ- 


ter, the Saviour of the World And if the tranſgreſſion of 


the Fall'n-Angels, was, as many learned men reaſonably 
ſuppoſe, their refuſing to ſubmit to his own Son's ſovereign- 


ty over them, according to the Almighty Father's appointed 


Hierarchy and ſubordinate eſtate of all Beings he hath 
created; with what awe and dread does the thoughr of 
ſuch wotthleſs creatures as wicked , mortals are, ſtill re- 
fuſing to“ have the Man Chriſt Feſus to reign over them,“ 
unavoidably ſtrike our minds! And conſidered in eſpecial 
reſpeC to our bleſſed Saviour's parables delivered do the 
Jews, and their peculiar conduct, is there not a great ſimi- 
litude in the offences of the one and the other? For Apoſ- 
tacy and Rebellion, are the grand Accuſations againſt all 
wicked Angels and Men too: An univerſal conſpiracy and 
combination amongſt them, utterly to throw off his domi- 
nion and refiſt his good pleaſure to govern them, by his own 
Anointed Vicegerent ! And the bleſſed Son of the Almigh- 
ty Father, being the appointed reſtorer of Mankind and to 
triumph over the Dev1l, countenances the conceit of our 
pce-cxiſtence. and this ſuppoſed Origin of Evil—The ex- 
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cellency of Man's obedience, and Satan's phe go diſ- 
nd 


obedience—and that Satan is the peculiar and implacable 
enemy of Man here, and Chriſt the friend of ſouls; and 


therefore herein we find theſe two grand adverſaries of 


each other, the Author of Sin and Taker of it away again, 
ſo expreſsly oppoſed—the hiſtory of Adam's lapſe—the 
diſpenſations of Providence, peculiarly ſuited to beat down 
all aſpiring thoughts, and narrowly limit all degrees of 
Knowledge, properly ſo called—and Humility being fo 
directly oppoſed to Pride—the denial of our prayers, and 
being pent up under darkneſs and ignorance of divine 
things—All e plainly to ſhew, his, no very wrong 
notion of theſe ſurpriſing and important matters. And the 
life of Fob 3 and the remarkable conteſt between Fob and 
his Friends, (ſee Mr. Worthington on ditto, in his ingenious 


ſſay on Man's Redemp.) does it not rather ſeem, as if they 


alledged his wickedneſs and corrupt heart as the only poſ- 
ſible cauſe of his afflictions, but that his infiſting on his in- 
tegrity here, moſt likely therefore implies, that he was ſe- 


cretly a fautor of the doctrine of a prior defection, in a 


more perfect ſtate of divine knowledge and purity Here 
we have a copious ſubjeQ for our meditation, in which are 


ſome parts that may, I hope, have the good effect to affright 


and alarm the Wicked, and to excite the greateſt raptures 
of praiſe and adoration, in the Godly 3 for the vitorious 
triumph of a merciful Saviour, of the latter, in whoſe dear 


purchaſe they will be happy, (thrice happy !) Sharers 3 


and at the moſt tremendous diſgrace and utter rejection, of 


the former: With Whom theſe will be moſt miſerable par- 


takers, is above hinted 3 and in What, is too dreadful to 
think and dwell upon, but that it is too abſolutely requiſite. 


The End of the FIRST CHAPTER. 
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Na I fay, in my poor ſimple judgment, this ſpecies 


of Faith, ſeems to place theſe intereſting matters, 


| in the moſt advantageous and amiable point of view. 
It ſeems very aſſiſting, to develop the moſt abſtruſe parti- 


_ - culars recorded in Holy Writ 3 and ſome ſpeculative points 


atifing from its venerable and ſacredly 1mpoſed filence, 
ſuch as the creation of the human Soul, whether ex zraduce 
or by infuſion, are hereby more eaſily anſwered ; and it 
ſerves well to throw a ſteady light on theſe obſcure points 


in Religion, and bring ſuch great myſteries nearer to our 


dim fighted apprehenſions. But above all, it fills us with 
very exalted conceptions of the Supreme and Almighty 
Creator, who made all things at firſt immaculate and per- 
fect; and in confideration of his own Honour and infinite 
Glory, is ſtill, we ſee, deeply concerned for the reinſtating 


of his handy works, in their original bliſsful condition and 


celeſtial order : And in repaiting the ſadly injured beau- 
ties of his Holy Temple, in our Hearts. In this our pro- 
greſſive revolution therefore, we are at laſt placed in this 
probation- ſtate, after perhaps paſſing through many changes 
to arrive thereto 5 where the Bleſſed Redeemer of the 
world, hath been ſubſtituted as a ſufficient propitiatory Sa- 


crifice, for all that will accept Redemption through his 


Blood, * he being made a Curſe for us: that the God and 
Father of our Lord Feſus Chrift, in the diſpenſation of 
„ the fulneſs of times, might gather together (again) in 
% one, all things in Chriſt, both which are in heaven and 
« which are on earth; even in him.** Thus does Gcd for 
ever manifeſt his almighty pozwer, moſt chiefly in ſhew- 
ing mercy and piry*?, to his lapſed feeble Creatures, in 
bleſſing them with the Grace of his Holy Spirit; and, as 
far as is conſiſtent with a dernier ſtate of diſcipline and 
eryad, curbing their implacable Enemies of the Deep. So 


that 
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* ' that all who in the end ſhall be eternally Joſt, muft aſcribe 
it with moſt bitter and pungent remorſe, entirely to their 
own odious and deteſtable inconfideration and perverſe 
wills. Then ſhall they not have any power at all to j 
© ſay any thing: (Numb, XXII. 38.) For what could ö 
„ have been done more to God's Vineyard, that he hath | 
* not done in it?” (Ja. V. 4.) This notion of things, does il 
then ſeem to elevate the moſt glorious Attributes, of The 6 
« high and lofty One that inhabiteth Eternity!“ ſuch as ts 
his Goodneſs, Mercy and Power, to a proper ſuper-emi- 
nent excellence (ſee Ja. LVH. 15.) and teach us highly 
to extol the boundleſs: Love of The Son, in thus meekly 
dying for us; and greatly encreaſes our joyſul amazement, | 
when thus contemplating this immenſe Subject of our hea- | 
F- venly derived Pedigree, our deſcent, alliance and k in- 
dred, with the invifible World of Spirits and Powers around | 
us; and ftrikes us with moſt humble impreſſions, and de- | 
vout aſtoniſhment, and reverential Fear ! It conduces- moſt | 
eminently, to promote the intereſt and cauſe of virtue in 
general; and to fix and faſten our adoring love and placid f 
contemplations, inceſſantly upon ſo amiable and perfect an if 
Object! Por © to us there is but one God, The Father, of | 
« whom are all things, and we in Him; and one Lord, 
- *© Feſus Chriſt, by whom are all things, and we by him: 
« For we are all of One, for which cauſe he is not aſhamed 
to call them Brethren” — (Compare 1 Cor. VIII. 6, with 
Heb. II. 11.)—Thus is this curious diſquiſition, made a K 2 
| matter not of mere ſpeculation, but replete with the high- | 1 
eſt certain advantages to our ſenſe, feeling and conception 
of things; and by obviating many if not all, real difficul- 
ties, in the way to an eaſy and univerſal reconciliation and 
acquieſcence under God's diſpenfing power, and every ex- 
er in Life, is productive of great abundance and'rich 
ruit, unto faith, righteouſneſs, holineſs, thankſgiving, and 
praiſe 3 and an entire cordial love of God and for all his 
creatures N . 
AND now let me ask, with all reverence; may we not 
carry this thought ſtill further than our Rhapſodsſt does, 
with wonderful advantage; and ſuppoſe all, at leaſt ani- 
mated Beings in the World, to be of the ſame Original, the 
Shay Offspring and fraternity of Heaven ? But oh ! then 
ow fadly are the Mighty, debaſed and fallen. That God 
made all beings at firſt, in themſelves quite complete and 
perfect, each in his ſpecies, rank and order, quite ſuperior 
| to this preſent lapſed condition, and without blemiſh or * 
| H impurity, 
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LI 
impurity, is highly rational to ſuppoſe ; when we conſider 
the infinite perfections and immenfity of that Being, the 
immaculate Fountain ! From whom. All Things did at firſt 
proceed and flow. For St. James aſſures us, that every 
i good gift, and every perfect gift is from above, and 
©« cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
« yariableneſs neither ſhadow of turning—Of his own will 
© begat he us with the Word of truth, that we ſhould be a 
kind of Firſt-fruits of bis Creatures: (Ch. I. 17, 18.) 
This ſure ſeems plainly intended to carry on the allufion, 
meant by the ſame: expreſſion we find in many parts of 
Scripture, between Chriſt and his Church, or between 
Him and Mankind; from Mankind, and ſo to the Crea- 
tures—This amazing and beauteous concatenation of life 


and being, in the three grand diſtin orders and ſtages of 


it in this world, the Vegetable, Animal, and Rational, 


each additional link of this ſo vaſt a golden chain, ſtill 
taking it up a little lower than where the preceding one 
has raiſed it to, and left it; is by this means in its number- 
leſs particular portions, the more imperceptibly combined 
together, and in the whole firmly united: And till at laſt, 


being thus fully per fected and accompliſhed in Him, by 


one eaſy and continual advancement; here being thus 
united to the Divine 5 it is extended from earth to heaven, 


and even up to the higheſt poſſible approximation to "The 


Supreme. (See this thought and grand Idea, beautifull y 
enlarged upon, Settator, Numb. 519.) | 

Acain—This hint may ſerve much to illuſtrate, that 
poſition of St. Paul's to the Romans, Ch. VIII. and help 


us to underſtand it according to the expreſs and emphatical 


Import of the words: (ſee V. 19. to 25. incluſive) Where 


he hath ſo ſtrongly connected, compared and enforced the 
doctrine of the expe ctation and hope of. The Creature, with 
our own f, as I acknowledge, ſeems to me deſigned to in- 
culcate, a Iiteral interpretation of it. For we may conceive, 


ä =_ that 


K 


+ Including perhaps, the great Principle of life and motion in all 
Flaftic Nature, diffuſed thro' the whole arrangement of beings in the ir 
ſeveral ranks and orders, to preſerve the ſettled economy of the crea» 
tion, For My-thinks 'tis analogous to Nature, to imagine this chain of 
Life extended from heaven, tapering and diminiſhing as it were. thro' 
ſuperior Spirits in bliſs down io mortals, Man, Animal and Vegetable ; 


and even quite to the world itſelf, as the bright Staple therein, by which 


the latter is linked to and dependent on, the former For God is 


able even of Stones, ta raiſe up Children unto Abraham.“ This uni- 


_ verſal 


1 


that on the expulſion of theſe rebel Angels out of the bright : 


regions, from amongſt bleſſed and perfect Spirits, they 
were caſt down to the darker abodes below, there to dwell 
pent up in bodies prepared for their reception, of mate- 
rials, form and qualities, ſuited to their reſpective greater 
degree of tur pitude: And till ſome, even whole legions of 
the Chiefs, who have run ſuch inconceivable lengths in 
apoſtacy and finful accuſations, are leſt to undergo preſent 


miſery in the airy Abyſs, {till in their ſpiritual but now 


gloomy forms, and ſuperior faculties of volatility, fore- 
knowledge and anticipation of final and dreaded torments 5 
© having great wrath, becauſe they know they have but a 


c ſhort time.“ How then at laſt can we ſo well account, 


for this in ſome meaſure, ſeemingly deſtitute and forlorn 
ſtate 3 the continual unavoidable failings, infirmities, and 
various helpleſs diſeaſes of body and mind, we at preſent 
labour under in theſe earthly tabernacles of fleſh and 
blood ; or find ſo near a way to arrive at ſvitable ſatisfac- 
tion to our ſouls, in this very prolifick enquiry ſo ſonght 


and laboured after, both as to its phyſical and moral diffi- 


culties with which it is attended; as by the ſuppoſition, 
this comprehenſive Syſtem, I have enlarged and comment- 
ed upon? And this hath therefore emboldened me to lay 
before my. pious Reader, the reſult of my long delibera- 
tion 3 heartily wiſhing him equal profit and pleaſure, from 
the uſe of this ſentiment 3 as a proper medium, thro? which 
ſufficiently to diſcern the infinite perfections of the Su- 
preme Being, and to excite our acquieſcenſe under his wiſe 
government over the whole univerſe, with holy reſigna- 


tion and cheerfulneſs, filial love and divine complacency 3 | 


it filling our hearts with ennobled proſpects of, and exalted 
praiſes for, the vaſt Inconcei vables laid up in ſtore for an 
H 2 s everlaſting 


verſal Mundane Soul or Spirit, being as much the immediate Cauſe of 
gravitation and all motion in Body, and the fluidity of ſome particular 
kinds of it, as of vegetation and animal life and ſuch like, in the reſt— 
(P. 14. 15.) So that our bodily eyes, are continually feaſted with the 
whol ſome effect of God's real preſence and exertion of divine energy, 
by every particle of matter; and more eſpecially. and poſitively yet in 
Animalcules, by the help of Miccoſcopes ; all witneſſing his abſolute 
« immenſity, power and goodneſs over all his works,” flling all ſpace 
and pervading all body——(See Parad, Loft, B. V. 469.) | 
The notion of the tranſmigration of Souls therefore, if at all probable, 
to be, is in a reverſe progreſs to the Pythagorean ſyſtem ; Not from Man 
downwards, but up to Man; as the laſt ſtage that can be attained to, in 
probation for eternity | | 
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everlaſting Futurity; and for all Things, all the produc- 


tians of his hands, to be meet partakers of at the final Con- 


SUMMATION—(fſee Col. I. 15—20.)—Since it is not im- 
poſſible, but that even the very meaneſt of the animal 
Tribe, being endued with a motive faculty and active real 
life ; may, (i. e. this Principle within it,) by paſling thro? 
various refining, purifying and improving, forms, ſtates 
and conditions, in this its temporal progreſs ; be capable at 
laſt, of taſting and partaking in the everlaſting felicities of 
the other world — ö ; 
' Tris is ſurely then ſuch a plan of things, as ſeems 
moſt highly to comport with the dignity, excellency and 
perfection, of the great Creator of Spirits: Who breathed 
« into man the breath of Life, and he became a livi 
% Soul,” abſolutely immortal ſute. How emphatical this! 
So that the deſtruction of the Wicked, as interpreted by 
ſome of late, to mean annihilation,” extermination from ex- 
1ſtence, or total extinction of being, ſeems not only incon- 
ſiſtent with the awful declaration of our blefled Saviour, 
aſſuring us that they ** ſhall go away into everlaſting pu- 
«© giſhment, (neceſſarily implying. the exiſtence of the 
Sufferer; and when there is the greateſt reaſon too to ſup- 


Poſe, that the word everlaſting, ſhould. be taken in the 


fame limited ſenſe it is uſed, in numberleſs other places,) 
but is in itſelf ſcarcely poſfible to be conceived; nor is 
at all conſiſtent, with our tight conceptions of the Almighty 
Father of the Univerſe, who hath made nothing in vain, 
nor can his operations, or „ defigns be eternally fruſtrated, 
„by finite impotence, folly, and malice.*”* There is an 
unbounded difference between deſtroying for ever, and pre- 
ſerving for ever, the ſouls of the Wioked in torments. 
There 1s a mean, which I ſhould rather imagine, the true 


doctr ine in this diſputed caſe, viz, That after an everlaſt- 


ing (to our poor ideas) period and duration in miſery, in 


dle vaſt revolution of lapſed ſpirits, the whole Work of 


_ God may finally be renovated to perfection, bliſs and glory, 
This therefore wonderfully enlarges our comprehenfion, of 
the immenſity of the One everlaſting Father of All, to a 
boundleſs extent; and fills us with as ennobled ideas of his 


goodneſs and mercy, as our. preſent nature is capable of— 
But there ſtill remains another inſuperable objection to this 
- deſtruftion-doftine, under the notion of puniſpment, and 
which is clearly obviated by the foregoing ſuppoſition— 


Which is this: That 4} Sjoners, be their crimes ever ſo 


unequal, will at laſt be equally puniſbed, and * u 


161 
diſtinction can be made — But as all the ſenſe and under- 
ſtanding of Man, can never make this to be actual Puniſn- 
ment, ſo neither can I therefore believe it to be the im- 
port, of that tremendous ſentence on the wicked. 

FINALLY, Hence ſeem we to derive further light and 
illuſtration, as to the nature, reaſon and defign of vicurious 
5-66: cl ; and eafily ſee a propriety in ſubſtituting ſome, 
ſelected out of the Brutal kinds for Propitiation, and to be 
offered up by the hands of rebellious and wicked Mankind 
(as a leſſon of very unavoidably affecting admonition) and 
dedicating theſe few in the name and place of the whole, 
utterly loſt, to a throughly injured and incenſed Deity : 
And therefore neceflarily fitted and adapted in themſelves, 
for pre-ordinate types of that One all-ſufficient Sacriſice, and 


only acceptable Oblation in His fight, which in the fulneſs 


of time was to atone for the offence of the whole world, 
and procure The Father's reconciliation to all his Creatures 
init. This is a rational account then of the origin of this 
- Law and Inſtitution, as an eaſy means and in ſmall mea- 


ſure, to pay off the great Debt of Blood, in which is tht 


Life now forfeited 3 and moſt probably therefore, immedi- 
ately ſtipulated for on Adam's lapſe—And when it pleaſed 
God after the Flood, to alot animal food t, yet ſtill by an 

_ awfully repeated and maſt ſolemn Injunction, did he take 

eſpecial care to lay full and poſitive claim to this heavy 

debt, by ſtfictly commanding the blood and life to be en- 
tirely ſeparated and devoted to himſelf, as doubly his own 

by his gift and our forfeirure 3 until The Lamb thus in a 

figure © ſlain from the foundation of the world,” ſhould 

Pour out his own blood and life to redeem us and purchaſe 

ours, and which perfectly cancelled and made void, not 
only theſe particular parts of, but all the ceremonial Law 

together, the Command of ſacrifice and Injunction of life as 
to the Brutes, both being founded on the ſame principle, 


viz, a general attaint of Blood But theſe matters of ſuch 


importance, on any other ſuppoſition are very difficultly, 
if at all, cleared of abſurdity,  inconfiſtency, and even 
cruelty too: When in his view, we plainly ſee bountifully 
diſplayed, the infinite goodneſs and wiſdom and all N 

$4 2h 7D | attributes 
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+ Amongſt other wiſe reaſons, particularly to humble Man; thro' a 
ſenie of che near relation and d:pendence between, nay really the abſo- 
late ſameneſs in, the bodily (at leaſt) ſubſſance of both, and a poſſibility 
therefore of eating what may have been his own fleſh» And as it has 
been a means, of ſhortening our Life | 


te) 


attributes of the Creator; and even a peculiar juſtneſs and 


fitneſs in theſe injoined rites and ſacred reſervations—For 
why elſe ſhould the moſt harmleſs, familiar, and uſeful 


ſpecies of the inferior part of our common fleſhly nature, 
be deftined to this ſacred purpoſe of piacular ſacrifice, and 
the important one for food, with a conſtant, punctual and 
peculiar reſervation of the Life; but chiefly, that as both 
Man and Beaſt have been originally joint companions in A- 
Poſtacy, ſo ſhould each jointly bear a proportion and both act 
their ſubordinate parts, in this myſterious univerſal ſcheme 
of humiliation, atonement and redemption, by the ſhed- 
. ding of Mood and refigning up the Iiſe again, and not only 


as of neceſſity but willingly in tryal of man's obedience and 
virtue — That the life of Brutes ſhould expiate for Human 


fins, hath been a long and ſtrong Objection to the cauſe of 
true Religion; but I hope it helps to take off the weight 
in ſome confiderable degree, by being in hs manner well 
accounted for, and ſet in a clear light for every willing 
Enquirer to judge of This thought ard apprehenſion of 
things therefore, gives a preference and great magnificence 
to this the choiceſt half of our duty, of praiſe and t hankſ- 
giving; (even in this life of miſery and wants and igno- 
trance, over that of the other more ſervile and ignoble half, 

vi. prayer, which will bear no part in the exerciſes of 
the heavenly ſtate ;) is a plenteous fountain of ſupply, to 
promote the true and worthy performance of it; and won- 

derouſly enlarges the bleſſed Objett, in our ſcanty and fee- 


ble ideas, to whom it's ſo juſtly owing by us—And after 


all that hath been ſaid in private converſe, the variety of 
\ ſentiments and opinions produced by friendly conferences, 
and in piles of volumes written, thre? all the Jong ſucceſſive 
generation of philoſophers both moral and divine, in rela- 
tion to this intereſting Subject, and its numberleſs branches 
and dependences; I think, | may ſafely preſume to ſay, 


its difficulties are by no means removed, one's doubts are yet 
as juſt and nearly as ones as ever they were— What thanks 


then are not due, how much doth the world owe, to this 


our unknown worthy. Author? Who thus, like a Neoton on 


Comets, hath likewiſe in this the ſame happy period of 
time, firſt clearly diſcovered the ſacred laws, whereby 
theſe more ſtrange appearances are regulated ; an ingenious 
hypotheſis, complete and ſublime ſyſtem, - to account for 
theſe perplexing and alarming Phenomena in the moral 
world, which have hitherto eluded the moſt curious ela- 
borate and unremitted ſearch, of ignorant and ſhort-fighted 


mortals, - 
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mortals, and hath now brought to light the hidden things 


of darkneſs. And theſe plain and ineſtimable uſes there- 
fore, which 1 have gladly endeavoured to draw from this 
happy thought, cannot fail to ſerve for apology allowable 
and ſufficient, for ſuch tedious minuteneſs and verbofity, 
with a friendly defign to make it more attended to, as an 
entirely new doctrine, or is become ſo (at leaſt) thro' the 
want of it: Et valeat, quantum valere poteſt, And now 
will conclude with congratulating my Brethren in Chriſt, 
in the full enjoyment of ſo very excellent a Panacea, ca- 
pable of healing all the repinings, murmurs, and compli- 
cated complaints of our ſouls; and to win and ſecure the 
exceeding love of all the Pious, to the Almighty Father 
of Spirits, from henceforth and for evermore : But yet, ra- 
ther Bleſſed are they that have not ſeen-(or underſtood) and 


2 have believed; which hear the Word of God, and 
cep i. | 1 
Now in conſiſtency with this Hypotheſis, I cannot but 
think, that every thing we experience in Nature and every 
thing we ſee taught us in Scripture, becomes preſently in- 
telligible and ſufficiently obvious. The familiarity and in- 
tercommunion between infernal and human Spirits, which 
Revelation tells us has ſubſiſted from our Firſt Parents till 
our Saviour's coming at leaſt, is by this eafily accounted 
for. But how this ſtrange correſpondence could ever once 
commence 3 and accordingly the relation of our firſt Pa- 
rents being placed in Paradiſe is directly followed by that 


of their fall; that any acceſs to them by Evil Spirits ſhould ' 


be immediately permitted, and the woful effects of their 
actual poſſeſſion ſo ſoon demonſtrated, and this new Crea- 
tion for Mankind ſo ſoon be turned into-a principal habita- 
tion for Devils, and Earth become ſo like a Hell ; this, I 
ſay, ſeems to me, without this ſuppoſition utterly impoſſi- 
ble. But with it, all is reduced within the extent of our 
preſent Underſtandings and ſeems truly natural, What ne- 
ceſſity for ſubterfuges, ſubtlety and Sophiſtry, thro' the 

uncertainty of Language, to reconcile many of the moſt 
Important Truths of Scripture with plain ſenſe and intelli- 

Fence, and thereby endanger the truth of the whole; nor 
need we be in any pain to ſave harmleſs and unimpeached 
the Wiſdom, Mercy and Goodneſs of our heavenly Father? 
Away then with all ſuch over-much refined Hyper-criti- 
ciſm, on ſuch plain narratives of Fact as are thoſe of the 
Goſpels eſpecially, by which words are forceably perverted 


from their pure, fimple and poſitive meaning, to the great 


/ prejudice 


= 
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divine Truth, and ſhaking our mo 
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prejudice and even deſtruction of the credit of all Hiſtory 


_ and ſacred, the — very precarious every 
holy Faith to its loweſt 
foundations And are not theſe unavoidable conſequences, 


of denying real poſſeſſion in the caſe of the Demoniacks? 


For do not the very high Antiquity of this notion, its uni- 
verſal prevalence, (inſomuch that the belief in Magic and 
Sorcery, we find, is almoſt natural to the weak and uncul- 
tivated mind of man 3) our Saviour's openly countenancing 
of it, (which had it not been really ſo, muſt have vaſtly 
injured his character, being a matter of the greateſt conſe- 
nee) and theſe being the viſible works and power of the 
evil he was purpoſely manifeſted to deſtroy, the conſiſt- 
ency of this oftabliſhed Opinion with the whole body of 
facred Hiſtory, from their entrance into Man till caſt into 


the Swine by a Legion together *—the firm belief of the 
matter recorded Acts IId. Ch. All this, I ſay, plainly de- 


pends on a literal conſtruction and meaning, of the relation 
we here have of theſe ſurprizing affairs. For I am ſure we 
have no more reaſon to credit the truth of this laſt affair, 
or any thing of the like kind fince, than of the firſt, from 
inward or outward feelings. 1 think I may venture to af- 
firm, from both the complaints of the Good and practice of 


the Bad, that the real miſchtefs of Evil Spirits are more 


evident and indubitable, than the actual bleſſings of the 
Holy one: That the indwelling of the latter, is more to be 
| et 3 |; queſtioned 


* 
* * nx "IE 1 ad... Kc 
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FThat the affair of the*Gergeſenes (Mattb. VIII, 28.) and parallel 
places,) is utterly inexplicable; without admitting the plafn narrated uc, 
I will beg leave juſt to propoſe the few following Queſtion: to ſhaw —— 
What could cauſe the Swine {cf all animals the moſt obſtinate, even to 
a Proverb) to run frantick, and directly fling themſelves headlong off the 
the top of a precipice, into deſtruftion? Or did theſe unhappy Men, 
only favs, drive a whole berg, thus eaſily, and inflantly ; and in oppoſi- 


tion, to their probably many Tenders? This is too plainly abſurd to 


in belief. And pray if ſo, was it done before or after their Cure? For 
if au Dentoniacks we have account of, were mad, ſurely theſe were, be- 
fare i and if after; the attempt was a ſtrange ſy mptom of a Cure 
But further it is vaſtly dangerous to ſay, that none but Madmen were 
throughly. perſuaded of his being The Chriſt: And yet no leſs, almoſt, 


- is aſſerted by ſome Objectors. For then it is well if ar is not replied, that 


none but Madmen would worſhip him, as ſuch-—Bur it certainly is not 


= 


mote credible” that they ſhould conſeſs him, than Evil Spirits ſhauld$ 


who are ſaid to be/irve and tremble; Nor can our Saviour's form of lan- 
guage and behaviour, on theſe'occafions ; or the Evangelifts when un- 
der the guidance of The Spirit of Truth; be juſtified auy other way? 
Impoſition and deluſion in every degree, are impoſſible 


© LF - 
queſtioned than of the former And How this is acconnt- 
able for; Why permitted at firſt, if perfect Strangers to 
e:ch other from all paſt eternity; is not any way elſe, L 
humbly preſume, very poſſible to imagine — (ſee f P. 38.) 
But daily experience demonſtrates, that both good and bad 
Spirits can operate upon the human mind. And numbetrleſs 
peculiar inſtances and particular junctures, ſeem to evince 
too, that our ſpirits have a power of extenfion beyond their 
mortal encicſures, and are not always perfectly bound up in 
fleſh :' But that there manifeſtly ſubfiſts an intercourſe and 


contact between diſtint ſouls, which we are not conſcious 
of, previous to the exertion and conſent of the Will. 


L 
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| T HE general method and tenour of God's vifible deal- 


ings thro” out the World, from the Fall, and the rifing 
ſcheme of his continual Diſpenſations with his Creatures, 
ſeems loudly to proclaim a Renovation and Reſtitution of 
what preceded it, whilſt in the ſtate of univerſal Lnnocency, 
harmony and love: The language of the Prophets and en- 
tire Scripture is very conform to it, and even Nature her- 
ſelf ſeems as haſting thereto apace, to adminiſter to the ge- 
neral felicity and mutual tranſpott This apprehenſion 
and ex pectation of things, will explain this obſcure paſſage 
of St. Paul, I ſay, to be literally meant of the reſtoration 


of the Creature, to its original and primeval condition and 


3 but much improved, in an earthly paradiſe as at the 
3 | 


For that the animal creation and ranks of irrational Be- 


ings, at leaſt, are capable of a future ſtate of exiſtence 3 
is in the higheſt degree probable, from what we experi- 
mentally find many of them ſubje&ed to, even in this pre- 


ſent ſtate of Nature. The prone ſucceſſive different ſtates 


of ſome of the ſpecies of Inſects, is 1 know, generally 
brought as a ſtrong preſumption, of the Immortality of the 
rational Human Soul; but ſure then muſt be allowed, to 
be a much more immediate preſumptive proof, of their 
own capacity of it. The Sout of the Inſects future exiſt- 


ence, is more directly and wenn 8 x this 
an that or the human 


change of its outward Vehicle, t | 
Soul; if this change of Body will prove any thing in re- 
lation to the Soul, as to this —— That they are capable of 
aſſuming Bodies of quite different forms and more improved 

Ys 1 | powers, 


t 3 


powers, (and certainly more enlarged and excellent mental 


faculties as well) is already vifible to us; and if poſſible 
in this preſent ſtate, why not highly probable they may be 


made liable to this improving change, in a future one? 


Why may not this approach towards perfection, begun Here, 
continue as a natural law and privilege, permanent and 
Jaſting in an Hereaſfter ?——When uſed as an argument in 
reſpect to our Immortality, it is to be taken only from Ana- 
logy, it being no direct proof of it; but therefore it muſt 
Have much of Reality, when applied to its oxv7 proper ſub- 
Jes, in proof of heir continuance in being, certainly 
Again, hat every particular Being in the whole Animal 


Creation, is conſtantly changing its bodily ſubſtance, and 


doth not depart hence with the ſame individual fleſh and 


blood, with which it came into the world, is undeniable; 


that therefore all are made capable of taking up quite diffe- 
rent Bodies in ſubſtance, is a plain fat: And God hath 
thought fit in the inferior Tribes, to afford us variety of 

lain inſtances in nature, of the like capacity of all alter- 


ing their outward Vehicles in ferm too; and tho? one in- 


ſtance of this ſort were ſurely enough, eſpecially in a lower 


rank of Creatures, to convince us of the. poſſibility of it in 


the much higher; of a change of the Body of all the diffe- 
. rent ranks of Beings, both in the ſubſtance and the form, 
of both the higher and the lower ranks, thro” the entire 
ſcale of Beings—— And St. Peter hath aſſured us, the ma- 
terial and inanimate part of the Creation will be fo 5 and 
an inſtance of the poſſibility of a Reſutrection of the Bo- 
dy, we ſee in the ſleeping kinds, as Swallows, &c,—And 
thus, I think, the point is fully proved as to the whole 
Creature: That the whole Animal World, in the fulleſt 
ſenſe of it, ſhall be exalted to a more excellent condition, 
and renewed in futurity ; as well as there ſhall be new Hea- 
vens and a new Earth (q)—That God doth not overlook 


this part of his handy works, with any ſort or degree of 


18 


negligence 


2 


le) The Authdr hath elſewhere, endeavoured to render it highly pro- 
| bable, that as all that dwell upon the Earth, are in an endleſs progreſz 
towards perfection, fo will their habitation itſelf likewiſe, be advancing 
With them (See Note þ p. 58. Fat | 
| By due Gradation, Nature's ſacred law.“ Wo 
| From a curſed black, Tartarean globe, till it becomes 3 moſt glorious 
orb of perfect Light En. N 
Nature delights in Progreſs; in advance | 
From Worſe to Bette 


Night Thoughts, p. 263. 
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negligence or indifference, but rather hath continual regard 


to the meaneſt kinds of his Creatures, mixt with great 


compaſſion and tenderneſs is to be gathered from Matt. X. 
29. which tells us, that without his cognizance and per- 


miſſion, not a little worthleſs ſparrow falls. He directs 
every fatal ſhot, or pellet, where to ſtrike with death; the 


deſtroying Angel when to ſpare 3 as is plain in the caſe of 
Nine veb, one chief motive to which was“ there being 


«.much cattle*——Behold the days come, ſaith the Lord, 
* that I will ſow the houſe of Iſrael and the houſe of Ju- 
« dah, with the ſeed of Man, and with the ſeed of Beaſt. 
„ And it ſhall come to paſs, that like as I have watched 
e over them to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw 


% down and to deſtroy, and to afflict; ſo will I watch over 


de them, to build and to plant, ſaith the Lord”—(Ferem. 
XXXI. 27, 28.) And the royal Pſalmift ſeems plainly to 
allude to this obſcure ſubject, in theſe words; © when thou 
« letteſt thy breath go forth, they ſhall be made; and 
d thou ſhalt renew the face of the Earth.** (P/. CIV. zo.) 
And in that day will I make a covenant for them with 
©« the beaſts of the field, and with the fowls of heaven, and 
e with the creeping things of the ground: And I will 
© break the bow and the ſword, and the battle out of the 
1 earth, and I will make them to lie down ſafely.“ (Heſ. 

18.) | | * 

AND if this be ſo in a real ſenſe, as here pleaded for, 
With what deliberation and tender care, ought all men to 


exert their ſuperiority and power, here committed to them 


over the Creature, the poor Brutes ? But what deplorable 


1 evincing the entire diſregard and contempt of 
t 


is rational duty, do we conſtantly behold ? © A righte- 
* ous man regardeth the life of his beaſt : but the tender 


% mereies of the wicked are ctuel.““ (Prov. XII. 10.) 


As for inſtance, towards the poor dumb and helpleſs wretch 


| (the moſt Kurt 144 ſure of all others !) the Horſe, and 


withal the moſt beautiful and very beneficial amongſt them; 


that is here doom'd to do the worſt drudgery for mankind : 
Which tho? ſtriving with all his might, yet is urged on by 


continual undeſerved cutting and ſlaſhing with Whips, a 


tearing and gagging of Spurs, to perform the unreaſonable © 


task ſometimes, (and too ſy God knows!) required 
of him, by his inhuman Maſter : And ſometimes ſweating” 
and groaning in the bittereſtgprture and convulſive ago? 
nies, under the mercileſs hanf thwſony-hearted and un- 


feeling Farrier——And tho? he be ſo very able to requite | 


*. 2 


1 3 


deſervedly ſach barbarous treatment, Yet is he now reſtrain- 
ed thro? ignorance, from ſo much as lifting up his heel a- 
gainſt his preſent Pord, with any ſuch intent. Or if the 
exquiſite pain and torment, he this „ ſteady tyrant Man!“ 
cannot but fee he often, (and ſometimes even io gratiſy his 
_ own-lawleſs, fly fancy and pleaſure, and in compliance 
with ridiculous and abſutd cuſtoms,) puts the ſadiy abuſed 
creature 10:3: „3 

« Who with the thoughtleſs inſole nce of power, 

„ —.— jys at anguiſh and delights in blood; 


* N falſely-cheeriul, barbatous game of death, 

\ *&-T'its rage of pleaſure 3? © * - . (according to the 
rich ſti e of Thomſen's maſterly pencil— Autumn) does ut- 
terly f 1} teceuch him with the leaſt pity, at what Fleſh 
and Blobd' like his own, is made thus to endurè by his 
hands ; one can have but little kopes, I ſadly fear, that 
the knowledge that theſe violences and eruel affronts offered 
to God, 11 theſe poor unjuſt ſufferers, may one day riſe u 

in jadgment againſt them, will work en eek 
ful import 
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